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CRLA provides a wide array of legal services that directly touch thousands of low-income 
Californians and indirectly impact the lives of many more community members. 

2015 IMPACT AT A GLANCE

2,909 1,204Cases 
Closed

Cases 
Closed

Make our impact even greater, make a donation online www.crla.org

PRIORITY 
AREAS

Housing Labor & 
Employment

Enforcing federal 
and state fair 
housing laws; 
monitoring low-
income community 
redevelopment; 
enforcing habitability 
standards; 
preventing evictions; 
providing foreclosure 
counseling; 
promoting 
homeownership; 
preventing 
predatory lending.

Collecting unpaid 
wages; enforcing 
minimum wage 
and overtime laws; 
upholding health and 
safety protections; 
enforcing 
workers’ rights  
to rest and meal 
periods; collecting 
unemployment 
insurance benefits; 
fighting sexual 
harassment in the 
workplace.

161 Cases 
Closed

Education

Enforcing students’ 
rights in areas of 
special education 
and suspensions/
expulsions; 
guaranteeing 
access to a free and 
appropriate public 
education; migrant 
education programs 
and alternative 
school placements.

1,436 Cases 
Closed

Rural Health

Securing public 
benefits; supporting 
victims of sexual  
assault and intimate 
partner violence; 
maintaining health  
insurance, disability 
and SSI coverage; 
guaranteeing access 
to clean water and  
preventing pesticide  
poisoning; assisting  
with ACA applications  
and needs.

$1,425,259

Money 
Recovered

Money received 
for CRLA clients in 
2015. This number 
does not include 
future payments 
owed to clients 
nor does it include 
the value of public 
benefits and 
housing saved. 
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Our Mission

To fight for justice  

and individual rights 

alongside the most 

exploited communities  

of our society.

Our Vision of Justice

A rural California where 

all people are treated 

with dignity and respect 

and guaranteed their 

fundamental rights.
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Dear Friends:

Our 2015 Annual Report demonstrates the different paths rural Californians take to attain 
justice. Each path starts from different parts of California, from the border of Mexico all the way 
north to places like Santa Rosa and Marysville. Some paths take years and end with a jury 
verdict, while others end quickly with only a call from a CRLA community worker. Some end 
with a change to a city’s law, while others end with a widowed family staying in their home. 

The paths are different but there are always a few constants. First, there is the act of injustice. 
Second, someone finds the courage to stand up for what is right and just. Finally, the CRLA 
advocate is there standing with rural Californians to create justice where there was none. 

Standing with rural California is something that CRLA has been doing since 1966, and the 
reason why we are known as the Farmworker Law Firm, and respected as the consummate 
advocate for the rural poor. It is a responsibility that we do not take lightly, and do with pride. 

We thank you for supporting rural California and CRLA, and sharing in our dream of a rural 
California where women are treated with respect while they work, where foreclosure is not 
the first option for a family struggling, where every home is connected to the sewer system, 
where a student is given every chance to succeed, and where migrant communities have a 
voice. Thank you for walking up the path to justice with us, and creating justice as our partner. 

Adelante hacia la luz,  
Forward toward the light.

José Padilla, CRLA Executive Director
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CRLA donors and supporters help  
create Rural Justice every day. 

Thank you so much for standing  
with CRLA.
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LeadershipCivil RightsWelcome to Marysville

“ The clients and cases are so diverse.  
Our client community is so unique.”

COLUSA, SUTTER 
& YUBA COUNTIES

MARYSVILLE

CALIFORNIA RURAL LEGAL  ASSISTANCE, INC.CALIFORNIA RURAL LEGAL  ASSISTANCE, INC.
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CRLA’s most northern office, Marysville, 
is located in Yuba County. During the 
gold rush, the town of Marysville started 

off with dreams of becoming the “New York 
City of the Pacific Coast.” The end of the 
gold rush and damage to surrounding rivers 
destroyed that dream. However, those rivers 
made Marysville and the neighboring towns 
in Yuba, Colusa, and Sutter Counties prime for 
agriculture. From rice to plums to peaches, this 
area is one of the key exporters of agriculture 
to the world.

The Marysville office works on a wide range of 
cases. Like all of our offices, Marysville represents 
low-wage workers, clients who are disabled or 
seniors, as well as farmworkers. They also focus 
on working with and inspiring future attorneys 
to consider working in the public interest area of 
law in rural, underserved communities. In 2015, 
Marysville staff changed how Yuba County 
provides General Assistance to its most needy 
residents, helped a family retain their much-
needed social security benefits, and hosted a law 
student clinic to help tenants who were being 
evicted from their homes.

a community in need 
Yuba County created a system that ensured 
that almost no one received General Assistance 
(GA) benefits. GA is last resort assistance and 
provides the neediest residents of a county 
only $331 dollars a month, which translates to 

about $2.75 an hour if the individual worked 
full-time. “Even this small amount can be 
critical to keeping a roof over someone’s 
head,” said Laura Clauson Ferree, Marysville’s 
Directing Attorney.

The County made the GA application and 
requirements so difficult that it was nearly 
impossible for qualified individuals to be 
approved; in fact, the County only approved 
2.3% of all applicants. The County required 
unnecessary documents and highly specific 
information. For example, the County required 
not just bank statements but ATM statements. 
It required that all documents submitted 
be submitted simultaneously and each be 
dated the same month of submission, with 
no exceptions. One mistake or document 

submitted a day late resulted in a rejected 
application. In one terrible example, the County 
denied a single mother benefits because she 
could not remember her complete address  
from an out-of-state home where she lived 
more than a decade ago.  

“I’ve been to law school and am pretty good  
at filling out forms, but I could not even fill 
out the GA application forms to the exacting 
standards used by the County,” said Laura.  
“The application I prepared on our client’s 
behalf was rejected.”

CRLA partnered with the Public Interest Law 
Project (PILP) to ensure that Yuba County 
complied with state law and provide a small 
safety net for its most vulnerable residents.  

Left to right: Alejandro Morales, Community Worker; Laura Clauson Ferree, Regional Director; Jessica Hiller, Staff Attorney; 
Regina Davidson, Receptionist; Candice Coolidge, Administrative Legal Secretary



CRLA and PILP’s joint efforts resulted in Yuba 
County’s agreement to implement a new and 
improved GA handbook with clear, simple rules 
that were consistent with state law.  

On December 15, 2015, the Board of 
Supervisors adopted the new regulations and 
residents are finally getting the help that they 
deserve and are mandated to receive under 
state law.

“It was such a great victory because we were 
able to get GA benefits for our individual clients 
and also change the County’s whole program, 
which means many more of Yuba County’s 
neediest residents will finally receive the basic 
aid they need to survive. It really shows the 
power of CRLA,” said Laura.

a family in need
Jessica Hiller, Marysville’s staff attorney, helped 
a family whose Social Security disability benefits 
were threatened on two separate occasions. 
This family has a wheelchair-bound daughter 

with a life-threatening medical condition. The 
daughter was granted a “Wish” from the Make-
A-Wish Foundation to visit a local amusement 
park! Family and friends rallied to rent a vehicle 
to take the family on their special outing. 

Joy turned to sorrow, however, when the Social 
Security Administration (SSA) decided that the 
funds used to rent the vehicle should be viewed 
as extra income. As a result of this decision, the 
SSA denied the family their monthly benefit.  
Yet the SSA didn’t stop there. The child’s family 
was having a difficult time getting her to her 
medical appointments since their vehicle was 
too old to allow installation of a wheelchair 
lift and the child had grown too heavy for 
her parents to lift her in and out of the van 
themselves. The child’s grandfather put a down 
payment on a new model (although still a used 
car) with a wheelchair lift. The Social Security 
Administration claimed the family had been 
overpaid in their benefits since their grandfather 
provided the van down payment. 

“It was unbelievable,” said Jessica. “The family 
needed the van to help transport their daughter 
who was in a wheelchair. When a family 
member helped them, SSA used that as  
a reason to try to take away their benefits.”

“We were frustrated and angry,” said the client, 
who asked that we withhold his name. “We are 
barely surviving financially, taking care of our 
disabled daughter, and could not pay our bills 

and buy food if we had to repay the money  
SSA wanted back.”

Jessica and Marysville staff appealed SSA’s 
decision to an administrative law judge.

“Even with the facts and law on your side, there 
is always pressure when you go into hearings 
like these because you have an entire family 
counting on you. Whatever happens that day 
will change their lives.” said Jessica.

CALIFORNIA RURAL LEGAL  ASSISTANCE, INC.6

CRLA has a long history of working for people with 
disabilities. 
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The judge found in favor of our client. “We were 
just so happy. We know we did not do anything 
wrong, and this proves it,” said the client.

a future in need
CRLA has always believed in the value of 
training a new generation of lawyers and 
advocates to serve our client communities. 
Consistent with that philosophy, the Marysville 
office hosts law school students through the 
year. The office worked with sixteen law 
students from the University of California, 
Hastings College of the Law, to meet with 
individual clients and survey local mobile  
home parks.

Marysville’s work with law students is vital to 
expose the next generation of lawyers to the 
problems faced in rural California.  The justice 
gap between rural communities and their urban 
counterparts is real and growing.  

“This was a great opportunity to both help the 
community and introduce a new group of legal 
advocates to the critical need for legal services 
in rural California,” said Laura.  

Marysville’s Gold Rush ended a long time 
ago. While it never became the New York of 
the Pacific, it is a vibrant and colorful farming 
community whose residents have access  
to justice because of the work of the  
Marysville staff.    n

UC Hastings students with the Marysville staff. 

Two students with a client during the clinic. 

Law students 

play an important 

role in shrinking 

the justice gap in 

rural California. 

Hastings is in the heart of San Francisco.
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HousingForeclosure Fighters

“ It felt like the bank was trying to steal my 
home from me. I remember feeling lost  
and alone until I found CRLA.”

SANTA BARBARA
COUNTY

SANTA MARIA
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Many are under the impression that 

the foreclosure crisis is over, yet 

that is not the case for thousands of 

homeowners throughout the nation, especially 

those in rural communities. CRLA has not 

forgotten about the struggling borrowers 

who were victims of predatory lending. CRLA 

implemented the Foreclosure Assistance Project 

when the crisis first hit rural California. The 

project helps rural Californians avoid unnecessary 

foreclosures by providing assistance with loan 

modifications and understanding of mortgage 

loans. The project also conducts workshops 

and training throughout California regarding 

predatory lending practices. Those most in need 

tend to be limited English-speaking Californians 

and women. Support from the California State 

Bar has allowed the staff to continue helping 

rural homeowners such as Blanche Robles and  

Maria Chairez.

CRLA met Blanche Robles in 2013. Blanche lost 

her husband to cancer, but instead of grieving, 

she had to fight with her bank to keep her 

home. Blanche, like many women, was left off 

the mortgage loan. She has always been on 

the property’s title as a joint tenant with her 

husband, but her name was not on the loan. 

“It felt like the bank was trying to steal my 

home from me,” said Blanche. “I remember 

feeling lost and alone until I found CRLA.”  

Blanche started working with CRLA’s 
Foreclosure Assistance Project Administrative 
Assistant, Johanna Torres. 

“The foreclosure process can be very 
devastating and difficult to understand,” said 
Johanna. “I cannot even imagine how much 
harder it is when you add a loss of your spouse 
or a loved one.” 

Blanche’s home had an adjustable interest 
rate mortgage. Blanche’s payment would 
increase annually, but she did not understand 

why. Johanna helped Blanche understand her 

mortgage and the different options available to 

save her home. “It’s hard to find good people 

who care about your problem and then take 

the time to walk you through your options, but 

CRLA did,” said Blanche. After two long years, 

CRLA was able to save Blanche’s home. Blanche 

received Keep Your Home California funds to 

reinstate the mortgage loan.  She also received 

a modification that reduced her mortgage 

payment by over 25 percent. 

CRLA’s Sylvia Torres, Johanna Torres, Jeannie Barrett, client Blanche Robles, and other housing advocate during Blanche’s 
statement to the California Assembly about her foreclosure experience.



“I felt like I was able to breathe once my 
payment was reduced,” said Blanche. “I could 
finally afford groceries and make the repairs my 
home needed! More importantly, I was able to 
finally grieve for my husband.”

Maria Chairez’s name was also left off her family 
home. She and her husband entered into a 
bank branch as first time homebuyers. They 
were talked into getting a loan with only her 
husband’s name by a branch agent. The agent 
went on to assure them that since Maria would 
be on the title there would not be a problem. 
Maria’s husband died in December 2009 in a 
terrible accident. She reached out to the lender 
for assistance, but no one would speak to her as 
she was not on the loan.  

Maria struggled to make the payments and took 
two jobs in order to keep her loan current. She 
reached out to the lender for two years, then 
she fell one month behind, which lead her to 
CRLA for help. 

Foreclosure Intervention Coordinator Sylvia 
Torres assisted her in accessing the loan and 
worked through the lender to request an 
Assumption and Modification of her husband’s 
loan. “The lender was hesitant at first, telling 
us that she could not do this without going 
through Probate,” said Sylvia. In California, it is 
not necessary for cases like this to go through 
Probate procedures; property reverts to the 
surviving spouse.  

Maria began to suffer from anxiety and high 
blood pressure, as she feared she and her 
children would be left on the street with 
nowhere to go. She also saw people taking 
pictures of her house and thought the bank  
was going to lock her out. “I could not 
understand how after all the years of paying  
my mortgage on time, they would not even 
take my calls. Widows in crisis need this help 
even more than anyone else, but it is made 
more difficult for us,” said Maria.  

After six months of CRLA negotiating, Maria 
was finally allowed to apply for a modification/
assumption with her lender and all the 
documents were submitted. In 2012, Maria 
received a letter that her loan was sold to a 
Loan Servicer. After contacting the servicer, it 
was discovered the lender had not sent over 
any of Maria’s documents and she was required 
to reapply.  

This delayed Maria’s ordeal for another three 
years. In 2014, Maria finally received a three-
month trial offer. Maria completed her payments 
and received her permanent modification 
documents in 2015, which led to the end of 
Maria’s nightmare.

Maria received a large reduction in her monthly 
payment and a lower interest rate. “After 
receiving the modification and the help CRLA 
gave me, I thanked God, for putting CRLA in  
my path. I would not be in my home if it wasn’t 
for them.”   

These are typical examples of the treatment 
widows and heirs receive when they are left 
off a loan. “Too many people think that the 
foreclosure crisis is over, but it is not. Foreclosure 
has taken many forms, as in our widows and 
orphan cases, that is why we will not stop 
fighting for those facing foreclosure in rural 
California,” said Sylvia.    n

CALIFORNIA RURAL LEGAL  ASSISTANCE, INC.10

Foreclosure continues to be a problem in rural California. 
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CRLA’s Board of Directors has a history 
of attracting some of the most influential 
and talented community leaders in 

California. The first board included people such 
as Cesar Chavez, Dolores Huerta, Larry Itliong, 
and Cruz Reynoso. That tradition continues with 
the appointment of Ana de Alba to the Board.

Ms. de Alba is a partner at Lang, Richert &  
Patch in Fresno, where she spends her days  
and nights fighting on behalf of workers. 

“I grew up believing that you need to help 
others,” said Ms. de Alba. “I was fortunate 
enough to be able to become a lawyer, and 
there is a certain responsibility to give back  
and fight for your community.”

Ms. de Alba, like many of CRLA’s clients, grew 
up in California’s Central Valley and spent 
summers working the tomato fields with her 
grandmother and mother. “CRLA’s client 
community is very personal to me because  
the Central Valley is my home. I have worked 
the fields and I understand what it means to  
be harassed.”

She left the Central Valley to attend college at 
the University of California, Berkeley. Afterwards 

she attended the University of California, 
Berkeley, School of Law, one of the top law 
schools in the nation. 

Ms. de Alba joined Lang, Richert & Patch in 
2008 as both an attorney and the pro bono 
coordinator. Since 2008 she created the 
Workers’ Rights Clinic in Fresno, a collaborative 
effort between different local non-profits. She 
has also worked closely with the Consulate of 
Mexico in Fresno. Even with her busy schedule 
as a partner at a large law firm, she still makes 
time to take her own pro bono cases.  

“Before I left for college, I made a promise to 
return to Fresno and to make a difference. I have 
been lucky enough to keep that promise.” 

She joined CRLA’s board in 2015. “CRLA staff 
is on the front lines of justice. Without CRLA, 
justice would be inaccessible to so many in 
my community. I grew up watching people I 
cared about work hard only to have their rights 
violated, and then find themselves helpless to 
fight back.”

“Ana is both a brilliant lawyer and a 
compassionate person,” said CRLA’s Executive 
Director Jose Padilla. “When you add that 

she is a farmworker’s daughter and from the 
Central Valley, we could not ask for a more 
knowledgeable farmworker representative to 
make the hard choices the Board makes.”  

CRLA is excited and thankful to have Ms. de 
Alba on the Board and looks forward to having 
her help shape CRLA in the coming years.    n

LeadershipFrom Chavez to de Alba
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Labor and 
Employment 

Staff ProfileGuardian of the Fields

“ I remember working in the heat as a kid and 
I’d get sick because the heat was so strong 
and I didn’t have enough shade.”

RIVERSIDE
COUNTY

COACHELLA
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“My family worked in the fields of the 
Coachella Valley, I worked them 
too,” said Lorena Martinez, a 

CRLA community worker in the Coachella office. 
“I am still a farmworker in my heart.”

Lorena grow up living the migrant life with her 
family. She traveled from the Coachella Valley 
to Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Montana, 
following the growing season. 

“Even at an early age, I saw the lack of 
protection and help for migrant farmworkers. In 
my community, it is a sad fact that you can work 

hard but the paycheck might bounce or be for 
the wrong amount. It did not matter where we 
went, those problems are just the reality of life 
as a migrant farmworker.” 

Lorena joined CRLA in 1998 as a community 
worker, which gave her the opportunity to 
protect migrant farmworkers. “I could not ignore 
the struggles and problems that migrant workers 
face in the fields. I had to do something about it. I 
had to protect my family and people like me.” 

CRLA’s community workers have unique jobs as 
guardians of the fields. They provide trainings, 

educational workshops, and monitor the fields 
for violations of worker rights. It is through this 
type of work that migrants farmworkers learn 
their rights, how to protect themselves, and 
become familiar with CRLA. 

“I speak their language, I know how they feel,” 
said Lorena. “They feel comfortable talking to 
me and they trust me enough to come to me 
when they have a problem at work.”

Lorena works directly in the community. She’s 
been a lead trainer on CRLA’s innovative Heat 
Stress Training Initiative and Workplace Violence 
Prevention Initiatives, projects  aiming to improve 
health conditions in the fields. She spends 
her time in the fields, Lorena said, because 
“farmworkers need to know that they are valued 
and that the law is there to protect them.” Farmworkers hydrating to stay cool while in the heat.

Lorena informing the community about their rights. 



CALIFORNIA RURAL LEGAL  ASSISTANCE, INC.14

California law requires that employers protect 
farmworkers from excessive heat. In 2015, 
Lorena spent a lot of time checking to ensure 
migrant workers were being protected by 
going into the fields and ensuring workers  
had clean and fresh water for drinking and 
proper shading. 

“I remember working in the heat as a kid, the 
fields get hot, and I’d get sick because the heat 
was so strong and I didn’t have enough shade. 
It is a big problem that’s caused the death 
of a lot of good, hard-working people. These 
deaths can be prevented because it only takes 
water and shade to protect people.”

Lorena has worked on cases that have 
significantly impacted farmworkers in the 
Coachella Valley. In Navarro v. Harvey 
Duro and Desert Mobile Home Park, CRLA 
represented residents of a decrepit mobile 
home park. The homes were fragile and 

dangerous, with no sewer system and brown 
water coming out of the faucets. Lorena 
and CRLA staff helped the residence leave 
the mobile home park and get into safe and 
affordable housing. In Banda v. Bagdasarian, 
farmworkers were not getting rest or meal 
breaks, and being forced to taste unwashed 
and pesticide-laden grapes. Lorena was part  
of the team that helped the farmworkers get  
a large settlement. 

“These were tremendous cases and wins for 
the community. I feel blessed and proud to 
have been able to help work on these two 
cases, and all my cases, because I really do 
see how it changes the lives of so many.”  

“Lorena represents everything that’s good 
about CRLA,” said Coachella’s Directing 
Attorney Blaz Gutierrez. “She’s done so much 
to prevent homelessness and advocate for  
fair wages and improved working conditions.  
I see our clients inspired by her and she 
inspires those of us who are privileged to  
work with her. And I know that there’s lots 
more to come. She’s improved so many lives 
and made the Coachella Valley a better place 
for everyone.”

“I am just grateful to work in a place that lets 
me help so many people who just believe in 
hard work and justice,” said Lorena.    n

Lorena with CRLA’s Emanuel Benitez (far right) at the 
opening of the migrant farmworker facility in Mecca, CA. 

Older adults

Outside workers

EXTREME HEAT
HEAT RELATED DEATHS  

ARE PREVENTABLE

WHAT
Extreme heat or heat 
waves occur when the 
temperature reaches 
high levels or when the 
combination of heat and 
humidity causes the air to 
become oppressive.

MOST AT RISK

HOW TO AVOID
STAY COOL

n Find a shelter

n Avoid direct sunlight

n  Wear lightweight, light-
colored clothing and a hat

n  Wear and reapply 
sunscreen

n  Check on those most 
at-risk.

STAY HYDRATED

n  Drink from two to four 
cups of water every  
hour while working 

n  Remind others to drink 
enough water

n  Avoid alcohol or liquids 
containing large amounts 
of sugar.

HEAT ALERTS: Know the difference
HEAT WARNINGHEAT OUTLOOK HEAT WATCHES

Excessive 
heat event in
3 to 7 days

Excessive 
heat event in

12 to 48 hours

Excessive 
heat event in
next 36 hours

Minor Major

Farmworkers should 
contact the local  
CRLA office if they  
are not receiving shade 
or drinking water. 

Children
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Morrison & Foerster was founded in San 
Francisco in 1883 and has grown into a 
global law firm with 16 offices located in key 

technology and financial centers across the United 
States, Asia, and Europe. The firm’s clients include 
some of the largest financial institutions, Fortune 100 
companies, investment funds, startups, and leading 
technology and life sciences companies. Morrison & 
Foerster also has a long history of litigating for civil 
rights and civil liberties.

How did rural, low-income residents retain  
such world-class legal representation? It is  
because Morrison & Foerster is part of CRLA’s  
pro bono program. 

The pro bono program bridges the needs of rural 
California with private attorneys nationally. It allows top 
lawyers to provide their skills and talents to rural, low-
income Californians. CRLA and our clients get much 
needed help and additional resources while the private 
attorneys get to work on new types of cases and give 
back to an underserved community.  

Morrison & Foerster is a model of the pro bono help 
firms provide because it takes all types of cases from 
all over California. The firm sees injustice and will fight 
with CRLA against it.

Morrison & Foerster has been supporting CRLA for 
years as a major donor and by providing services. 
“CRLA’s attorneys do amazing work. It’s a pleasure  
to partner with CRLA and help clients in parts  
of the state where legal resources are scarce,”  
said Morrison & Foerster Pro Bono Counsel  
Dorothy Fernandez.

Pro BonoMorrison & Foerster: 
PRO BONO PARTNER

The pro bono program bridges the needs of rural California with 
private attorneys nationally. It allows top lawyers to provide their 
skills and talents to rural, low-income Californians. 

Morrison & Foerster’s Lauren Wroblewski 
and James McGuire.

Morrison & Foerster’s Arturo J. Gonzalez 
and Dorothy Fernandez.
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 “We know that CRLA, like other legal aid 
organizations, has limited resources, and that they 
count on law firms like ours to make a difference in 
rural communities,” added Morrison & Foerster Pro 
Bono Counsel Rachel Williams. 

In 2015, Morrison & Foerster worked on a range  
of matters with CRLA, including challenging an 
Imperial Valley school district’s discriminatory 
discipline practices, working to end the 
criminalization of homelessness in the town of 
Manteca, and representing a trafficking victim with 
an immigration matter.   

“Our attorneys love working with CRLA because 
the cases are unique and the clients are inspirational. 
Our teamwork ensures clients have representation 

with local knowledge, subject matter expertise, and a 
wealth of experience litigating complex legal issues,” 
said Ms. Williams.  

In the Manteca case, Lightsey et al v. City of 
Manteca, CRLA and Morrison & Foerster are 
challenging ordinances that prohibit individuals from 
sleeping on the ground or storing their belongings in 
public.  Despite enacting these ordinances, the city 
has not provided shelters or any other alternatives 
for homeless people, thus ensuring that they will 
be prosecuted under these new laws. CRLA and 
Morrison & Foerster are working together to end this 
criminalization of homelessness.  

“We strongly believe in the tradition of lawyers 
protecting the rights of the people, especially those 
that are unfairly targeted and powerless to fight back.  
That is why we are fighting so hard against what 
Manteca is trying to do,” said James McGuire, the 
Morrison & Foerster partner helping on this case.

People in rural California would have been denied 
justice and equal access to the law if not for 
Morrison & Foerster and all our pro bono partners. 
Students are kept in school, families in their  
homes, and workers are getting paid because of  
this program.

Pro bono attorneys make a huge difference for 
justice and rural California. CRLA would like to  
thank Morrison & Foerster for all that it does  
for rural California and our clients.    n

In 2015, the Morrison 

& Foerster Foundation, 

Morrison & Foerster 

Partners Arturo J. González, 

Jack W. Londen, Harold J. 

McElhinny, and Senior Trial 

Counsel James J. Brosnahan 

came together to donate 

$25,000 in honor of CRLA’s 

50th anniversary. CRLA 

is honored to have their 

support year after year.

$25,000

DONOR PARTNER

Morrison & Foerster Attorneys. Top row: Diana Kruze and  
Dorothy Fernandez. Bottom row: Antonio Ingram, Robert Webb, 
Rachel Williams, and David Gold.
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Santos grew up in a rural Jalisco, Mexico, 
with no electricity or clean drinking water, 
where he helped his family grow its food, 

while his father, Epifanio, worked in the fields  
of California.

In 1977 he came to Watsonville, California just 
prior to junior high school.  His mother, Carmen, 
worked in the canneries and his father harvested 
lettuce in and around Salinas, California. To help 
their parents, Santos, his older brother, and his 
younger brother (there were eventually eight 
children in all) worked in the fields during the 
summers. Fast forward some 12 years and he 
was studying at King Hall School of Law, UC 
Davis, where he met Michelle Leah during law 
school orientation.

His involvement with CRLA began during law 
school where he interned for the Salinas office. 
He later returned to serve as the Directing 
Attorney for the Oxnard office of CRLA for 
eight years. After law school, Michelle Leah 
obtained her masters in Jurisprudence and 
Social Policy at UC Berkeley. Later she served 
as the Director of Research and Education for 
the Center on Police Practices and Community 
at UCSB until moving to full time parenting 

and the education of their three children: Aviel, 
Adoniyah and Asayah.. 

In 2006, Santos went into private practice 
where he continued to serve farmworkers and 
low wage workers. His practice, however, would 
change in two critical ways: (1) he could serve 
both documented and undocumented workers 
and (2) he would no longer be prohibited from 
representing workers in class actions. These two 
changes would allow Santos the opportunity 
to represent thousands of workers and to 
collaborate with them to recover millions of 
dollars in wages.

The family has returned to Watsonville, 
California, and Santos continues to work  
closely with members of CRLA and on  
CRLA cases as co-counsel.

Since going to work for CLRA back in 1998, 
Michelle Leah and Santos have been direct 
financial donors to CRLA. As their means have 
increased, their donations have increased. 
Named giving, by personalizing the donors, is 
known in the charitable foundation world to 
encourage “strength to strength” donating. 
Normally Santos and Michelle prefer to give 

anonymously. As CRLA’s single largest individual 
donor, however, they were asked if they would 
consider giving by name. Their value in justice 
for all, their confidence in CRLA’s ability to do  
so through its representation of those in need 
of a voice before the law, and sharing that 
value with their children, drives their continued 
support of CRLA.    n

Donor ProfileA Family Giving Back
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José Padilla Receives The Latino  Spirit  Award
The California Latino Legislative Caucus, made 
up of current California State Senate and 
Assembly members, honored José Padilla on 
May 6, 2015 at the 14th Annual Latino Spirit 
Awards for his legal accomplishments and 
lifelong commitment to the Latino community. 
The Latino Spirit Awards were established to 
highlight positive role models in California’s 
Latino community. 

Governor Brown and José. 

José, San Francisco Giants Sergio Romo, and Deborah Escobedo. The 2015 Latino Spirit Award Honorees and elected officials. 
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José Padilla Receives The Latino  Spirit  Award

José and fellow Latino Spirit Award Honoree Rolando Castillo. José with fellow honorees and elected officials. 
Senator Ben Hueso, Judge Frances  
Muñoz with José.  

Latino Spirit Award dinner. 

José with his wife Deborah. 
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HousingCommunity 
Equity InitiativeIsland of Parklawn 

“ We are proud of the work we have done and 
the strength of the residents and community.”

STANISLAUS
COUNTYMODESTO

Photo by Dawn Livingston-Manzo
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Parklawn is an island surrounded not 
by water but by the city of Modesto. 
On a map, it would be easy to mistake 

it as just another neighborhood in Modesto. 
However, the lack of basic infrastructure makes 
it seem a world apart.

Parklawn used to be on the outskirts of 
Modesto. As the city grew, it surrounded 
this little community. Only 0.2 square miles 
with less than 330 homes, Parklawn is made 
up of hardworking residents, many who live 
below the national poverty level. It is one 
of the many disadvantaged unincorporated 

communities (DUCs) found in rural California. 
An unincorporated community is found on 
county land but not connected to any particular 
city, and not entitled to any city’s infrastructure 
or services. What makes DUCs different from 
affluent unincorporated communities is that 
DUC residents mostly live below the poverty 
level, and these communities lack many of 
the basic infrastructure found in cities like safe 
roads, sidewalks, street lights, and sewer. 

Parklawn was not connected to Modesto’s 
sewage system but instead connected to 
individual septic tanks. Over the years the 

septic tanks became old and overloaded. The 
tanks started to fail and began to send waste 
back up the pipes into the homes. Parklawn 
residents realized that they could address 
these issues if they were incorporated into 
the city. Initially, they were hopeful because 
Modesto started to annex other unincorporated 
communities and make them part of the 
city. Yet Parklawn’s request was denied. The 
annexed communities were more affluent and 
had predominately white residents. As one 
residence said, there is a point when “you start 
realizing that it doesn’t seem fair that some 
people get their basic needs met while you 
skip another community.”A home in Parklawn. Photo by Dawn Livingston-Manzo.

CRLA’s Luis Castillo and Marisol Aguilar. 
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CEI is a multi-strategy effort designed to address 

and eliminate social, political and environmental 

factors that negatively impact DUCs. CEI was 

established to focus resources towards changing 

patterns of historic inequality in rural regions 

of California. The program works alongside 

community leaders to raise awareness of DUCs, 

increase investment in community infrastructure, 

advocate for equitable development, promote 

environmental justice, and build leadership 

capacity so that residents can engage 

meaningfully in decision-making that impacts 

their neighborhoods and their families. CEI 

created the term DUCs and is responsible  

for requiring city/county General Plans to  

include unincorporated places.

Community Equity 
Initiative (CEI)

In 2004, Parklawn community members 
reached out to CRLA’s Community 
Equity Initiative (CEI) for help in filing a 
discrimination lawsuit against Stanislaus 
County and the City of Modesto based on 
this unfair treatment.

CEI and Parklawn’s fight against Modesto 
and Stanislaus County became both 
lengthy and costly. Stanislaus County spent 
millions of dollars in the lawsuit. However, 
CEI and the residents persevered and did 
not give up on justice for the community.

After seven years of fighting, CEI got the 
county to agree to add the resources and 
materials necessary for these communities 
to join the sewer system. 

“It is a great victory,” said CEI attorney 
Marisol Aguilar of Modesto. “We are proud 
of the work we have done and the strength 
of the residents and community. For 

decades, the residents have been diligent 
and consistent in asking for what they 
need. It was great to be able to bring the 
county and the residents together.”

In 2015, the process of connecting 
Parklawn to Modesto’s sewer system  
finally began. CRLA Community Worker  
Luis Castillo worked with the residents  
to secure resources and complete the 
process needed to connect the homes  
to the sewer lines, and demolish the  
septic tanks in the community. 

“This is not just about a sewer line but 
making sure that all people have their  
basic needs met, and that they find a  
little dignity,” said Luis.  

Marisol is proud that the community  
held on for a fight that lasted over a 
decade, “It is always hard to keep a  
case going but the strength of the 
community always energizes and  
reminds me of how great it is to serve  
such amazing people.”    n

“ This is not  
just about  
a sewer line”
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Raul Cadena was raised in El Paso, Texas, 
but his spirit made him a champion for 
rural Californians. He was a long-time 

donor and an active CRLA board member and 
leader before he passed away in June 2016.

Raul graduated from Harvard University and 
the University of California, Berkeley, Boalt Hall 
School of Law. This type of pedigree is one that 
could have led him to any type of job he wanted 
but to Raul, law was not just a profession but a 
calling to bring good to the world.. 

Raul once shared why he decided to help 
workers, saying, “I felt I could make a significant 
impact on the lives of people and help make the 
quality of their lives better.”

Making people’s lives better is exactly what Raul 
did during his life. He represented poor clients 
and communities. He stood up for rural California. 
He fought for migrant farmworkers. 

As a board member, he made CRLA a smarter 
organization that kept true to its labor priorities. 

Raul was not just a lawyer but a husband 
and father. He served as the president of his 
children’s Parent Teacher Organization, on the 

board of Consumer Attorneys of San Diego 
(CASD) and on the Board of Governors for 
Consumer Attorneys of California. He was vice 
president at Crown Point Junior Music Academy, 
a board member for the San Diego Council on 
Literacy, and the Harvard Club of San Diego.

Raul was a husband, father, son, brother, friend, 
role model, and community leader. And he will 
be greatly missed for the caring heart that he 
gave to his family and his work.    n

Our Friend Raul Cadena 
“I felt I could make a significant 

impact on the lives of people  

and help make the quality of 

their lives better.”
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Labor and 
Employment Terror in the Fields

“ Georgina stood there, heart racing, shaking, and 
full of fear and panic. She had no one to go to.”

SANTA CRUZ
COUNTY

WATSONVILLE
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Sexual assault is a potential threat faced by 
everyone, but farmworker women often 
encounter conditions that exacerbate 

the risk.  Out in the fields, long and bushy crops 
create a natural cover, thus leaving female 
farmworkers vulnerable to attacks and easy 
targets for predators.

CRLA began fighting sexual harassment and 
sexual assaults in the fields back in 1999. 
CRLA partnered with the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission (EEOC), and the 
Golden Gate University Law School’s Women’s 
Employment Rights Clinic to file the first sexual 
harassment case on behalf of a farmworker, 
Blanca Alfaro, in the case EEOC vs. Tanimura  
& Antle. The case, which started as a $600 
wage and hour claim, ended with a $1.8 million 
settlement.  

Since the Blanca Alfaro case, sexual harassment 
and sexual assault is still a major problem and 
sadly common in the fields. CRLA continues 
to stand with survivors of violence in hopes of 
making it uncommon.  

The case that you are about to read is just one 
example from 2015, but it is representative of 
the experiences farmworkers face in the fields. 

Georgina began working for Reiter Berry Farms 
in 2004 to pick crops. Field work is hard and 
only offered seasonally, but she enjoyed her 
work. That enjoyment ended in 2011 when 
Jesus Garcia joined her crew. 

Garcia instantly began to harass Georgina. He 
leered at her constantly, looking at her from 
head to toe. He blew kisses at her when she 
walked by. He violated her personal space as 
she worked. He left notes telling her to call him. 
She never asked for this attention but it did 
not matter to Garcia. It did not matter that she 
was happily married and that her husband and 
children worked with her at Reiter Berry Farms.

Georgina complained to her foreman and 
supervisor, Aaron Lozaro, about Garcia’s sexual 
harassment: how it bothered her and made 
it hard for her to work. She wanted it to stop. 
Lozaro spoke to Garcia about it, but Garcia 
ignored the foreman’s request and continued 
to harass her. Lozaro did not report Garcia, 
instead he protected him, allowing Garcia to 
continue harassing Georgina for the remainder 
of the season.

A year later, Georgina returned to Reiter Berry 
Farms for another season only to learn that 
Garcia had become her foreman. Lozaro, the old 
foreman, was promoted to be the assistant ranch 
manager, and he then promoted Garcia to be his 
replacement as the new foreman of Georgina’s 
crew. Lozaro knew that Garcia had been 
sexually harassing Georgina and was a threat to 
her safety, but he decided to give that person 
control, authority and power over his victim. 

Management from Reiter Berry knowingly and 
recklessly put Georgina in direct harm. 

One hot July afternoon, Garcia, who had all the 
authority and power over Georgina at work, got 
close to her, groped her and boasted, “I can 
do with you whatever I want.” Georgina stood 
there, heart racing, shaking, and full of fear and 
panic. She had no one to go to—Garcia was the 
only supervisor in the fields that Sunday, and she 
did not want to upset him because he could have 
her fired. She stood in the fields alone and afraid.   

Just four days after this incident, Garcia 
assigned Georgina to work in a thick and 
overgrown part of the berry fields. It was 
an isolated area that put Georgina in an 
unprotected and dangerous place.  

Female farmworkers are often left vulnerable to attacks by 
sexual predators. 



Georgina was alone picking berries when Garcia 
appeared with his pants unzipped. He ordered 
her to touch him. She tried to walk away but he 
grabbed her, and as she moved away, he pulled 
and ripped her pants and sexually attacked her. 

Georgina called Reiter Berry management and 
asked the assistant ranch manager to meet her 
privately because she was too scared to talk 
over the phone. 

The assistant ranch manager, the old foreman 
who put Garcia in charge of Georgina, who 
had known her for over two years, listened to 
Georgina cry and shake while holding her torn 
pants up with her hand. The assistant ranch 
manager called the main manager, and she  
had to relive the experience again as she told 
him what happened, too. The manager told 
her that they would talk to Garcia, but if his 
side differed from hers, they would all sit down 
together and talk about what happened. The 
very idea of sitting across from her attacker 
terrified Georgina. 

She asked them to call the cops, but they 
responded with silence.  

The manager told Georgina they needed to  
start their investigation, and told her to go back 
to the fields and finish working. Georgina told 
them that she could not because her pants were 
ripped and could not stay up by themselves.  
The manager gave her a safety pin. 

Upset, embarrassed, and traumatized, Georgina 
wrapped her sweatshirt around her waist 
and walked back to the place where she was 
assaulted and returned to picking berries. 

Garcia, with Georgina’s blood still on his pants, 
admitted to the assistant ranch manager that he 
sexually assaulted Georgina, and Reiter Berry 
immediately suspended him—for three days. 

Hours after the sexual assault, the cops were 
finally called and Garcia was arrested. Garcia was 
later convicted for his crime, something that rarely 
happens to those that attack female farmworkers.

Georgina’s nightmare did not end with the 
arrest of Garcia. Her co-workers did not stand 
up for her and instead ostracized Georgina 
for getting Garcia in trouble. They spread 
vicious rumors about her and stopped talking 
to her. She told Reiter Berry about what 
her co-workers were doing to her, but they 
responded with silence.   

Sexually assaulted and alone, Georgina fell into a 
deep depression and could no longer sleep. She 
had nightmares of the assault and would replay 
it in her head.  
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Female farmworkers make up a large part of the farmworker workforce. 
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Just like the first time she made a 
complaint to Lozaro about Garcia’s 
sexual harassment, Georgina stood 
up against Garcia and Reiter Berry 
Farms. This time, she didn’t face it 
alone. She talked to CRLA’s Lisel 
Holdenreid and Michael Meuter. 
Lisel and Michael did not respond 
with silence, but with a lawsuit 
against Reiter Berry Farms with the 
help of Kathyrn Dickson and Emily 
Nugent of the law firm Dickson 
Geesman, LLP.

A neutral arbitrator listened to 
the facts and awarded Georgina 
over  $800,000 and required 
Reiter Berry to change their sexual 
harassment policies. This award 
is one of the largest awards for a 
case representing only one client in 
CRLA’s history. 

The decision was based on the fact 
that Reiter Berry failed to protect 
Georgina after her first complaint 
about sexual harassment and instead 
promoted her harasser. And, no 
investigation was known to have 
taken place to see if there were other 
survivors of Garcia’s torment. Further, 
his promotion signaled to Georgina 
that she had no one to go to, and 

that Reiter Berry Farms would not do 
anything to protect her. 

The arbitrator also considered 
that even after the attack, those 
in power at Reiter Berry did not 
demonstrate anything that showed 
they understood the severity of what 
happened or that Georgina was even 
a victim. Reiter Berry Farms failed to 
protect her from Garcia and failed to 
protect her from the co-workers that 
ostracized her after the attack. 

In addition to the money, the 
arbitrator required that Reiter Berry’s 
staff receive new sexual harassment 
training with the hope that what 
happened to Georgina would never 
happen to another person on that 
farm. CRLA is hopeful that this award 
will signal the end of this type of 
attack at the company. 

Georgina stood up multiple times to 
end her harassment. Reiter Berry 
Farms tried hard to silence her and 
worked hard to keep her powerless. 
In the end, Georgina could not be 
silenced. With CRLA by her side, 
Georgina never stopped fighting, and 
found her dignity and respect.    n

STATISTICS ON

SEXUAL ASSAULT
Farmworkers in the United States work long and hard hours in the fields, 
facing extraordinary challenges and dangerous conditions. They lack basic 
worker rights and earn some of the lowest wages in the country.

EVERY 2MIN
SOMEONE IN THE U.S. IS 
SEXUALLY ASSAULTED

FARMWORKER 
WOMEN

80%
Have experience 

some form of 

SEXUAL  
HARASSMENT

10MINIMUM AGE 
FOR FARMWORK

ONLY 2 out of 3 OF SEXUAL 
ASSAULTS ARE ACTUALLY REPORTED

75% OF VICTIMS ARE ASSAULTED BY 
SOMEONE THEY KNOW

Sexual Assault is not just forcible rape, sexual 

assault is any type of sexual behavior or contact 

where consent is not freely given or obtained 

and is accomplished through force, intimidation, 

violence, coercion, manipulation, threat, 

deception or abuse of authority.
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CRLA dreams of a 

California where 

there is justice, 

fairness and legal 

access for all.  

This dream is only 

possible because  

of the hard working 

staff at CRLA.
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Financials
2014-2015

CRLA is funded in part by the Legal Services Corporation. As a 

condition of the funding it receives from LSC, it is restricted from 

engaging in certain activities in all of its legal work, including 

work supported by other funding sources. CRLA may not expend 

any funds for any activity prohibited by the Legal Services 

Corporation ACT, 42 U.S.C. 2996 et seq. or by Public Law 104-

134. Public Law 104-134 504(d) requires that notice of these 

restrictions be given to all funders of programs funded by the 

Legal Services Cor poration. For a copy of these laws or any other 

information or clarifications, please contact Kim Jones, Director 

of Giving, 213-361-8208.

 STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION
December 31, 2014 and 20132

ASSETS 2014 2013

current assets

Cash and cash  
equivalents $123,590 $2,105,319

Grants receivable 409,592 490,675

Pledges receivable  24,048 69,808

Other receivable 50,294 39,521

Prepaid expenses,  
deposits, and  
employee advances 226,427 417,680

Other assets 900 800

Total current assets $834,851  $3,215,471

non-current assets

Client trust funds 302,134 211,760
Property and  
equipment 3,253,52  1,213,500

Total non-current assets 3,555,663 1,425,260

Total assets $4,390,514  $4,549,063

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 2014 2013

current liabilities 
Accounts payable $216,516  $202,734
Accrued liabilities 630,340  507,759
Refundable advances -  1,349,299
Current portion of 
notes payable 91,979  48,620

Total current liabilities $938,835 $2,108,412

non-current liabilities

Client trust funds payable 302,134 211,760

Notes payable 1,689,722 482,563

Total non-current liabilities 1,991,856 694,323

Total liabilities $2,930,691 $2,802,735

net assets 
Unrestricted 500,395 526,902

Unrestricted board  
designated 713,197 1,074,526
Temporarily restricted 246,231 144,900

Total net assets 1,459,823 1,746,328

Total liabilities  
and net assets $4,390,514 $4,549,063

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITES AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS Year Ended December 31, 2015  Year Ended December 31, 2014

 TEMPORARILY TEMPORARILY
 UNRESTRICTED RESTRICTED TOTAL UNRESTRICTED RESTRICTED TOTAL

REVENUE AND SUPPORT 
Grant revenue $- $12,174,133 $12,174,133 $- $12,894,138 $12,894,138

Donated services 527,466 - 527,466 655,665 - 655,665

Attorneys fees and costs recovery  92,556  460,933 553,489 6,321  562,395 568,716

Contributions 347,288 800  348,088 412,771 -  412,771

Special event revenue 176,220 - 176,220 148,981 - 148,981

Other revenue 116,388  44,658 161,046 94,123  272,686 366,809

Net assets released from  
program restrictions 12,447,686  (12,447,686) - 13,627,888  (13,627,888) -

Total revenue and support 13,707,604  232,838  13,940,442 14,945,749  101,331  15,047,080

EXPENSES

Program services 10,818,493 - 10,818,493 12,704,599 - 12,704,599
Management and general 2,113,157 - 2,113,157 1,998,778 - 1,998,778
Fundraising 604,527 - 604,527 630,208 - 630,208

Total expenses 13,536,177 - 13,536,177 15,333,585 - 15,333,585

Change in net assets 171,427 232,838 404,265 (387,836) 101,331 (286,505)

NET ASSETS

Beginning of year $1,213,592 246,231 1,459,823 $1,601,428 $144,900 $1,746,328

End of year $1,385,019 $479,069 $1,864,088 $1,213,592 $246,231 $1,459,823

2015 REVENUE 2015 EXPENSES

Financials
CRLA is funded in part by the Legal Services Corporation. As a 

condition of the funding it receives from LSC, it is restricted from 

engaging in certain activities in all of its legal work, including 

work supported by other funding sources. CRLA may not expend 

any funds for any activity prohibited by the Legal Services 

Corporation ACT, 42 U.S.C. 2996 et seq. or by Public Law 104-

134. Public Law 104-134 504(d) requires that notice of these 

restrictions be given to all funders of programs funded by the 

Legal Services Cor poration. For a copy of these laws or any other 

information or clarifications, please contact Kim Jones, Director 

of Giving, 213-361-8208.

 STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION
December 31, 2015 and 2014

ASSETS 2015 2014

current assets

Cash and cash  
equivalents $552,318 $123,590

Grants receivable 230,034 409,592

Pledges receivable  36,753 24,048

Other receivable 48,404 50,294

Prepaid expenses,  
deposits, and  
employee advances 199,128 226,427

Other assets 640 900

Total current assets $1,067,277  $834,851

non-current assets

Client trust funds 326,174 302,134 
Pledges receivable 48,000  -
Property and equipment 3,185,022  3,253,529

Total non-current assets 3,559,196 3,555,663

Total assets $4,626,473  $4,390,514

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 2015 2014

current liabilities 
Accounts payable $161,329  $216,516
Accrued liabilities 590,144  630,340
Current portion of 
notes payable 87,825  91,979

Total current liabilities 839,298 $938,835

non-current liabilities

Client trust funds payable 326,174 302,134

Notes payable 1,596,913 1,689,722

Total non-current liabilities 1 ,923,087 1,991,856

Total liabilities $ 2,762,385 $2,930,691

net assets 
Unrestricted 653,151 500,395

Unrestricted board  
designated 731,868 713,197
Temporarily restricted 479,069 246,231

Total net assets 1,864,088 1,459,823

Total liabilities  
and net assets $4,626,473 $4,390,514

ANNUAL REPORT 2015 29



CALIFORNIA RURAL LEGAL  ASSISTANCE, INC.30

$50,000 to $100,000
Santos & Michelle Gomez

$49,999 to $10,000
Saxton Family Trust
Andrade Gonzalez LLP 
Ernesto Barreto
 Bon Appétit Management 

Company
Juliet & Jane Brodie
Charles & Maria Claver
Fitzpatrick, Spini and Swanston
Kazan McClain Satterley & 

Greenwood
McNicholas & McNicholas LLP
The Morrison & Foerster 

Foundation
Tomás Olmos & Dolores Leal

Perez & Caballero, Frank Perez
Robins Kaplan LLP
Small Change Foundation
Stephen and Madeleine Conran 

Fund Community Foundation 
for Monterey County

$9,999 to $5,000
John Arango
Arnold & Porter
Raul Cadena & Kristen Churchill
Cadena Churchill, LLP
Peter & Priscilla Carson
Entravision Communications, 

Walter Ulloa
Garcia Hernández &  

Sawhney LLP
Ira “Buddy” Gottlieb &  

Marcy Winograd
Mary Hernández 
KXLA 44/ KVMD LLC.,  

Ron Ulloa
Janet McGinnis
Jose Miramontes &  

Julia Villa-Miramontes
Molly Munger &  

Stephen English 
Laurie Olsen &  

Michael Marguilis
Shartsis Friese LLP
Sobrato Family Foundation
Gary & Carolyn Soto   

$4,999 to $2,500
Allred Maroko & Goldberg
Vibiana Andrade
Jeannie Barrett
Bingham McCutchen LLP
Blue Oak Foundation
Boston Common Asset 

Management, LLC
The David Bohnett Foundation
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Frank Fernandez &  

Carmen Flores
Arturo & Rosa Gonzalez
LaserCom Design,  

Gino Squadrito
Jack Londen & Kathleen Blamey
Harold & Ellen McElhinny
MUFG Union Bank, N.A.  
Munger Tolles & Olson LLP
O’Melveny & Myers LLP
Cruz Reynoso
Salud Para la Gente,  

Dori Rose Inda
Sheppard Mullin
The Plant-Rao Family
Thendara Foundation   

$2,499 to $1,000 
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & 

Feld LLP
Alvarado Smith
Sean Andrade

Adrian Andrade
Blanca Andrade
Apple
James and Carol Brosnahan
Bush Gottlieb  
Caballero & Gettleman
Casandra Collins
Cooley Godward Kronish LLP
Costello Risk Services DBA 
Jordan and Hannah deBree
Carlota & Ray Del Portillo
Farallone Pacific Insurance 

Services
Fidelity Charitable
Filice Insurance
Firehorse Nonprofit 

Development, Mary Schmidt
Judge Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers 

& Matthew Rogers
Grifols Inc.
Douglas & Beth Grijalva
Groovin On Productions,  

Laura Rhi
Saji Gunawardane
Kate Hallward
Bill Hoerger & Ellen Lake
Mark Kleiman
Mary Geissler Lanzone
Lang, Richert & Patch
Latina Designs by Pilar, Henry  

& Doreen Villanueva

Leonard Carder
Lubin Olson &  

Niewiadomski LLP
Molly McClanahan &  

Patricia Josephs
Craig McCollum
Mike Baller & Christine 

Brigagliano
Miles, Sears & Eanni
Outten & Golden
José Padilla & Deborah 

Escobedo
Camille Pannu
Gregory Patterson
Richard Pearl
Frank Ramirez
Ramon E. Romero
Teresa Santiago & Franz Chavez
Chris Strachwitz, Arhoolie 

Records
Marc Van Der Hout
Van Der Hout, Brigagliano & 

Nightingale, LLP
Villegas Carrera, LLP
WKF Giving Fund, Ed Kissam
Zaitlin-Nienberg Family Fund   

$999 to $500
Elena Anaya
Henry & Virginia Anderson
Elena Asturias &  

Eduardo Paniagua

Donors 2015
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Rocky Barilla &  
Dolores Heisinger

David Bassing & Carol Cole
Maricela Bermudez
Casa De Chocolates Inc., 

Amelia Gonzalez
Jose L. Chairez
Madeline Chu
Clinicas del Camino Real, Inc.
Courthouse News Service
Jeffrey Cummings
Ana de Alba
Donna DeDiemar & 

Christopher Hamilton
Laura Escobedo
Carmen Estrada
Robert Fries
Frog Lady Aprons -  

Evangelina Jones
Ron & Susan Gastelum
Carole Harper
Jonathan Hirabayashi
James C. Hormel
Charles & Evangelina Jones
Just Resolution, Craig R. 

McCollum
Pauline Kim & Philip Lee
Law Offices of Fellom  

and Solorio,  
Nancy Fellom

A. Keith Lesar
Manufacturers Bank
Victor M. Marquez
McCune Foundation
Susan Olsen &  

Michael Keegan

Hon. Richard Paez &  
Diane Erickson

PFLAG Modesto
Amy Newell
Daniel Poor
Nora Quinn
Raimi & Associates, Inc
Michael & Lisa Rhodes
Mara Rosales
Shute Mihaly & Weinberger
Jack Taylor
Marian & Ed Tiedemann
Angelina Valle
Moises Vazquez
Virginia Villegas &  

Daniel Zurita
Thomas S. & Susan Weisner    

$499 to $250
Tarik Adlai
John Allen
Margarita Altamirano
Fred & Julia Altshuler
Ana M. Aparicio
Carlota Maria Asturias
Randall Barkan &  

Audrey Barris
Bet Tzedek Legal Services
David Borgen
Jed Borghei
Nancy Bornn
Scott & Mavis Buginas
Roger & Norma Cazares
Combined Federal Campaign
George Conk
Consulate General of Mexico

Annabelle Cortez
Cosper Family Fund
Steve & Phyllis Dorsi
Daniel and Toby Edelman
EEOC
Richard Fajardo
Robert C. & Gail W. Feenstra
Dan Feinberg 
Michael & Mary Flynn
Joann & Thomas Foertsch
Funders’ Network for  

Smart Growth
Peter Gelblum
Ken & Connie Graham
Marian & Roger Gray
Gloria & Oliver Green
Hadsell Stormer Keeny 

Richardson & Renick LLP
Olof Hellen
Veronica Henderson
Ella Herst
Stephen Hogie
Ilene J. Jacobs &  

Thomas Kingsley
Ronald Javor
Marian Johnston
Bruce & Candice Kerns
Bill Lee & Carolyn Yee
Barbara & Robert Leidigh
Lewis, Feinberg, Lee,  

Renaker & Jackson
Loretta Lynch 
Mary Lynch
David Martinez
Christine Masters

Christopher May &  
Barbara McGraw

Bill McNeill & Jennifer Bell
Ricardo & Maria Munoz
Mike & Mary Murphy
Network for Good
Michael & Robin Nimkoff
Alberto & Mariaelena Ochoa
Irene Ramirez Luna
Mario Rosas
Eduardo Roy
Vincent A. Ruiz
Kirby Sack & Pamela Merchant
Hon. Alex Saldamando
Jerry & Gloria Santillan
Mark & Lucia Savage
Schwab Charitable Fund
John W. Semion
Thomas & Susan Smegal
Southern California Edison
Michael Stern & Antonia 

Hernandez
Anthony & Lorraine Tahan
Sylvia Torres-Guillen
John M. True II & Claudia 

Wilken
Sonia Tuma
Turner Construction 
Hon. Juan & Rosalia Ulloa
Steven Zrucky

$249 to $100
Ron Abraham
Anna Alexander
American Friends Service 

Committee

Angelo N. Ancheta
Kevin and Linda Anderson
Alicia Armenta
Jesse T. Arnold
Robert Akins
Rosemary Bacy
R. Richard Banks
Cynthia Batt
Paul Bennett
Susan Bennett
Amanda Berger
Barbara Berkeley 
Charles Bird
William Bloch
Frank & Melissa Bloch
Frank Brucato
Luz Buitrago
Berge & Alice Bulbulian
Miguel Caballero
Carmia Caesar
Boone Callaway
Camaldolese Benedictine 

Monks
Katherine Castrol
Catholic Charities of Los 

Angeles, Inc.
Bohdana & John Ceccarelli
Darlene Ceremello &  

Jessea Greenman
Maria Chacon
Scott Chang
Shelly Coleman
Eric Conn
Crail-Johnson Foundation
Desert Alliance for Community 

Empowerment

Nancy Dicenzo
Direct Dental
Hon. Donal Donnelly
Stephen Doutt
Armando Duron &  

Mary Salinas
Gillian Dutton
Pete & Deborah Echeverria
Eng Family Charitable Trust
Terri Enns
Pierre Epstein
Joe Fanucci & Katherine 

Designer
Donald & Rosemary Farbstein
Maxine Fasulis
Roberta Fay
Laura Clauson Ferree
Robert Finkelstein & Lisa Chen
Anne Fletcher
Marie Foley
Mary Louise Frampton
Michael Freund
Stacey Geis
Marjorie Gelb & Mark 

Aaronson
Shayna Gelender
Genentech
Margo George &  

Catherine Karrass
Kathy Gershwind
Joseph Godwin
Debra Lynn Gonzales
John Good & Janet Arnesty
Leigh Goodmark
Matthew Green
William Guy & Ellen Reed
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Stephanie Haffner
Susan E. Harloe
Roy & Barbara Herr Harthorn
Johanna Hartwig
Les & Linda Hausrath
David Hayes
Juan Hernandez
Luz Herrera
Patricia Higa
Hmong American Association
Daniel Ho
Steve Hochman
John Huerta & Pamela Byrne
Jean Hyams 
George & Peggy Hunt
Kenji Ima
Chris Irwin
Tonette Jaramilla
Hon. Alan Jaroslovsky
Julietta & Jennavieve Jewell
Jewish Community Federation  

& Endowment
Dorothy Johnson &  

David Medina
Hon. Earl Johnson
Harriet Katz
Donald Kelley
Mark Kelman

Paul Kivel & May Luckey
Keya Koul
Nigel Lawrence
Richard Leask & Barbara Means
Mark Levine & Irma Herrera
Jessica Levine
Sherman & Alison Lewis
Lori A. Lewis
Trevor Lofthouse
Debra L. Loya
Jon Lucchese
George L. Lueker
Nancy Lumer
David & Sandra Lyons
Susan Martin
Claudia Martinez
Jennifer Martinez
Julie McConnll
Marjorie McDiarmid
John McManus
Lucy Mejia
Miguel & Gabriela Mendez
Simon and Kim Mikhael
Bonnie Milstein
Thomas Mitchell
Phillip Monrad & Molly Sullivan
Monterey Peninsula Friends 

Meeting
Brian Murtha
Neutz Family Foundation
Sarah Nichols
Ronald Noriega
Steven Thomas Nutter
Nancy O’Brien
Ricardo Ochoa
Emily Orfanos

James Pachl
Chris & Bettina Paige
Cindy Pánuco
Jason Parkin
Stephen Chad Peace
Simon Pena
Harrison Pollak & Natalie 

Friedman
Joan Poulos
Queen Calafia Publishing,  

David & Jerolyn Sackman
Ellen Radice
Roey Rahmil
Drucilla Ramy &   

Marvin Stender
Oscar & Sara Ramos
Paul & Anne Rasmussen
Michael Rawson & Constance 

de la Vega
Ronald & Susan Robboy
Jenny Roberts
Michelle & Edward Rodrigues
Jose Jesus Rodriguez
Barbara & Oren Root
Jerry Ruiz
Marcela Ruiz
Alberto Saldamando &  

Jean Ishibashi
Manuel Santamaria 
Alex Scherr
William Schinkel
Michael Schoenleber
Beth Schwartz
Damon Sedita
Jeffrey Selbin
Brad Seligman & Sara Campos

Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation

Leonard & Candace Simon
Gail Solo
Carolyn Sonfield
Michael Sorgen
Mariko Soto
Marion Standish
Carl Steiner & Mihoko Yamagata
Nancy & Peter Strohl
Hon. Sergio Tapia
Paul Tepper
Karen Topakian
Sylvia & Al Torres
Sara Tosdal
Yvonne Troya
David B. Turner
Juan Valdovinos
Antonio Valladolid
Joe & Maxine Villarino
Michael & Johanna Wald
Amir & Julia Weiner
Gene Weinstein
Robert Weisberg
Tony & Maribeth White
Denton J. Wilson
Marilyn Woollard
Bryant Yang
Jannet Zapata
Graciela Zavala-Garcia &  

Felix Garcia

Under $100
AmazonSmile
Alexis Anderson
Gary Armbruster

Francisco Baeza
Sabrina Balgamwalla
Gene Bernardi
Allison Bethel
Frank Bittner
Allen Bloom & Elysa M. Waltzer
John & Jennifer Boger
Teri K. Bourassa
Steven & Karen Bovarnick
Myrna R. Britton
Mary Ann Brownstein
Susan Bryant
Griselda Cabrera
Angel Castillo
Lisa Cisneros
Liz Ryan Cole
Tanya Cooper
Alberto Correa
Susan Daicoff
Roberto I. de la Rosa
Erica Deutsch
Maggie Dunbar
Stephen J. Ellmann
Employees Charity Organization 

(ECHO) of Northrop Grumman
Jill Engle
Russell Engler & Tracy Miller
Nina Fendel
Patricia Fink
Hon. Fred Fujioka
John & Sharon Funk
Ines Galindo
Dolores Garay
Karen Garson
Melissa K. Gee
Meleah Geertsma



Elizabeth Aakhus
Carmen Aguila-Tornero
Sandra Aguila
Adrian S. Andrade
Sean Andrade
Edgar De Anda
Arnold Porter, LLP: Marty Glick,  

Rob Hallman
Elena Asturias 
Drake Avila
Tasha Azevedo
Mario Baldivia
Dino Barajas
Abel Barba
Manuel Barrera
Fedele Bauccio
Bay Area Legal Aid
George Biko
Christina Billeci
Bon Appétit Management Company 
Bracamontes & Vlasak P.C.:  

Michael Bracamontes
Brancart & Brancart
Yovanna Bravo
Zach Brown
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck LLP: 

Jessica Diaz, Elizabeth Esposito, 
Michael Fife, Gregory Morrison, 
Olga Rittershaus, Jena Shoaf, Hillary 
Steenberg, Amy Steinfeld

Bush Gottlieb
Raul Cadena
Charles Cannizzaro

California Affordable Housing  
Law Project

Rudy Cardenas
Peter Carson
Casa De Chocolates Inc.
Miguel Casillas 
Nora Cassidy
Ann Cerney
Cynthia Chagolla
Kevin Chase
Franz R. Chavez
Julio Chavez-Montar
Kristen Churchill
Hilda Cisneros 
Charles Claver
David Collins
Liana Conti
Alberto Coppola
Caitlin Costello 
Mellisa Curiel
Laura Davila
Courtney Davis
Julian Davlin
Flavio de Jesus Merino
Norma de Santiago 
Dickson Geesman LLP
Elena Dineen
Andrew Dingnan
Disability Rights of California
My Tien Doan 
Adrian Dorris
Ryan Drake
Environmental Law Foundation
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Roy Geiger
Ruth A. Gibson
Michele Gilman
Abby Ginzberg
Phyllis Goldfarb
Toby Golick 
Roberto Gonzalez
Theodore Goodwin
Arthur & Doreen Gray, Jr. 
Peter & Ann Gregory
Timothy Hallahan
Earl & Bonnie Hamilin
John Harris
Lynne Hermle
Jose L. Hernandez
Ben Hernandez-Stern
Kathy Hessler
Douglas Heumann
Rachel Hoerger
Paul Holland
Andrew Horwitz
Jennifer Howard
Charles Howell
Sigrid Irias
Mary Jacka
Janet T. Jackson
Lucy Jewell
Kim Jones
Ted & Diana Jorgensen
Carolyn Kaas
Bennett Katz
Gary Katz
Lorin Kline
Praveen Kosuri
Katherine Kruse
Robert Kuehn

Kenneth and Leola Leap
George Lipsitz & Barbara 

Tomlinson
Judith Lipton
Romulo Lopez & 

Roseanne Martinez
Anthony Madrigal
Dean Elizabeth Magill
Emily Magilio
Randi Mandelbaum
Gabriel Manzo
Raymond Manzo
Lynn Marcus
Henry Marquez
Juliane & Peter L. 

McAdam
Elizabeth McCormick
Anita & Ken Melman
Vidal Mendoza
Helen Faith Mullen
Elizabeth Nevins &  

John Saunders
Kelly Olson
Yolanda Orozco
Orrick, Herrington & 

Sutcliffe LLP
Christine Owens
Pearl Oyle
Christine & Anthony 

Pagano
Gerardo Partida
Danielle Pelfrey
Hon. Rosendo & 

Rosalinda Pena
Dustin Perez
Thomas & Stephanie 

Phillips

Regina Pincus
Laura Placencia
Robert & Norma Placensia
Bill & Gloria Powers
Sandra Quintero
Angela Quitadamo
Tele Ramirez
Dorri & Bernard Raskin
Mark E. Redmond
Alan & Cheryl Rinzler
Thomas Rivell
Peter Robrish
James & Lorraine Rogers
Florence Roisman
Isidoro & Rafaela Romero
Margarita & Ray Romo
Stefan Rosenzweig & 

Claudia Jackson
Elizabeth Rumelt
Irene & Carlos Salazar
Leslie Salzman
Teresa & Valeriano 

Saucedo
Marrick E.Sayers
Edmund & Judith Schaffer
Susan Schechter &  

Brian Garcia 
Don & Dee Schilling
Donald Schlotz
Charles & Ruth Schultz
Susan A. Scott
Ana Sequra &  

Mireya Dearborn
Wendy Seiden
Stephen & Barbara 

Selkowitz & Barbara 
O’Hare

Marci B. Seville
Jennifer Shin
Robert Sikin
Lawrence Simon
Luis Solis 
Jason M. Solomon
Sandro Squadrito
Robert Stempler
Carol Suzuki
Stacy Taeuber
Jane Taylor
Steve Teixeira
Leonore Tescher
Danielle Thiry-Zaragoza
J. Breck & Nancy Tostevin
George Triantis
Connie & Kenneth Tyler, 

Deep Hum Productions
Phillip Vedder
Laura Velarde
Betty Wang
 Barry Wasserman & 

Judith Michalowski
Julie Waterstone
Lindsey Webb
Idell Weydemeyer
Craig Wickersham
Robert Wilkinson &  

Nancy Tholen
Mary Withington
Andrew Wolff
Rafael & Virginia Yngojo

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING FOR PROVIDING PRO BONO,  
CO-COUNSEL, VOLUNTEER SERVICES AND/OR OTHER SERVICES
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Equal Justice Society
Andrew C. Escano
Deborah Escobedo
Jaclyn Feenstra
Frank Fernadez &  

Carmen Flores
Ken Ferree
First Amendment Project
Fitzpatrick Spini & Swanton
Anne Fletcher 
Antonio Flores
Cecilia Flores 
Sharon Foote
Frog Lady Aprons - 

Evangelina Jones
Margaret Gaines
Bonny Garcia 
Brenda Garcia
Sonia Garibay
Leticia Garza
Lizbeth Garza
Fred Gibbons
Carmen Gibbs
David A. Gold
Melvin Goldman
Ana Gomez 
Roxanna Gomez
Santos Gomez
Amelia Gonzalez
Roberto Gonzalez
Ira Gottlieb
David Grabill
Maureen Graves
Greater Bakersfield Legal 

Assistance, Inc.
Katelyn Greene

Groovin’ On Productions
Megan Hamlin
Yasmin Harris
Ashley Harvey
Stephanie Hastings
Lynne Hermle
Alfred Hernandez
Desiree Hernandez
Mary Hernandez
Kristin Hiensch
Edward Hinojos
Lisel Holdenried
Antonio Ingram II
Mo Jourdane
Jasmeen Kairam
Pearl Kan  
Jennifer Keating
Kemnitzer Garron & Krieg
Kern County Department  

of Public Health 
Steve Kociol
Alexandra Laks
Robert Laycock
Dolores Leal
Legal Aid Society: 

Employment Law Center
Joseph Lounsbury
Marcy Loya
Claire Machado
Alfonso Maldonado
Veronica Manzo
David Martinez
Andrea Marcus 
Victor Marquez
Lillian Marshall-Bass
Petra Martinez

Laura Massie
Lizbeth Mateo
James R. McGuire
Greg McMurray 
Nina Meller 
Beatriz Mercado
Leah Meuter
Mexican American Bar 

Association 
Mexican American Legal 

Defense and Education 
Fund

Judy Meyer
Ruth Montes
Devin Montgomery
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Madeline Musante
National Housing Law Project
Huyen Nguyen
Richard Oliver 
Tomas Olmos
One Justice
Orrick, Herrington &  

Sutcliffe LLP
Harper Otawka
Michael Paine
Frank Perez
Yohana Pettersen
Jen Phillips 
Stuart Plunkett
Harrison Pollak
Louie Ponce
Patsy Price
Douglas Provencher
Public Interest Law Project
Corinne Quigley 

Radio Bilingue, Inc
George & Julie Ramirez
Ayeesha Rasheed
Magda Tatiana Reyes 
Sally Reyes
Laura Rhi
Mary Rock
Ramon Romero
Jerry Ruiz
Marcela Ruiz
Rosa Ruiz
Sebastian Sanchez 
Sandos Finisterra Los Cabos
Christine M. Santana
Santos & Urrutia Structural 

Engineers
Olga Santos
Rodrigo Santos
Jared Semana
Anna Shlafman
Jena Shoaf
Aaron Smith 
Tabatha Smith
Lucy Stansbury
Gary Stenger
Jordy Stern
Abigail Stiles
Eva Struble 
Kimberly Stonebarger
Tequila Alquimia courtesy 

of Dr. Adolfo Murillo 
Reyes Topete
Dan Torres
Kaitlin Toyama
UC Irvine School of Law
Gladdys Uribe

Victor Vasquez
Norma Ventura
Ventura County Public 

Defender’s Office, Juvenile 
Division – Rod Kodman, 
Chief Deputy Public 
Defender; Denise McPeak, 
Martha Wolter, Joaquin 
Nava, Melanie Miles

Belen Verdugo
Villegas Carrera LLP

Betty Wang 
Kelsi Wheeler
Lucas Whelan
William Willford
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 

Rosati
Mary Winograd
Lauren Wroblewski 
Youth Law Center
Laura Yrigollen
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING FOR  
NOMINATING CRLA FOR CY PRES AWARDS IN 2015

IN-KIND/UNDERWRITING 2015

INSTITUTIONAL FUNDERS 2015 

Cadena Churchill, LLP

K & L Gates

Kemnitzer, Barron & Krieg

Lieff Cabraser Heimann  
& Bernstein

Mallison & Martinez

Santos Gomez

Strauss & Palay, APC

Michael Strauss 

Villegas Carrera, LLP

Elena Asturias

Bon Appétit Management 
Company 

Raul Cadena 

Casa de Chocolates

Franz R. Chavez

Charles Claver

Alberto Coppola

Courtney Davis

Ryan Drake

Frank Fernadez &  
Carmen Flores

Amelia Gonzalez

Ira Gottlieb

Groovin’ On Productions

Stephanie Hastings

Mary Hernandez

Evangelina Jones

Latina Design by Pilar

Dolores Leal

Tomas Olmos

Frank Perez

Patsy Price

George & Julie Ramirez

Laura Rhi

Sandos Finisterra Los Cabos

Jena Shoaf

Jordy Stern

Eva Struble 

Tequila Alquimia courtesy of 
Dr. Adolfo Murillo 

Reyes Topete

Arcus Foundation

Cal Bar Foundation

California Department of 
Manager Care

California Environmental 
Protection Agency

California Healthcare 
Foundation

California State Water Board

City of Santa Cruz

City of Yuba City

County of San Luis Obispo

County of Santa Cruz

David Bohnett Foundation

Department of Labor

Equal Justice Works

Impact Fund

Kresge Foundation

Legal Aid Society of San 
Diego

Legal Services Corporation

Sidney Stern Foundation

Sierra Health Foundation

Small Change Foundation

State Water Resource Control 
Board

The California Endowment

The California State Bar

The California Wellness 
Foundation

The James Irvine Foundation

The William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation

Water S. Johnson Foundation

GIFTS GIVEN IN MEMORY/HONOR OF: 

Elizabeth Aakhus

Sandra Aguilar

Dora Bermudez

Margaret Bittner

Reina Garcia Bittner

Darlene Brown

Ina Zaragoza Campbell

Stacey Campbell

Juan Chen 

Marsha Chien

Hilda Cisneros

Clare Conk

Vicki Crenshaw

Louise Desoto

Albert Escobedo

Edna Christina Farrace

Rona Fernandez

Carmen Garay

Celeste Garcia

Olga Garcia de la Barca

Maria Guerena

Blaz Gutierrez

Kenji and Leslie Ima

Virginia Jones

Michael Kanninen

Daniel Keegan

Evelyn King

Dolores Leal

Elizabeth Magill

Teresa Martinez

Eugene Matlin 

Gene Matlin 

Lucila Melero

Ma Abigail Mendoza De Aliva

Lupe Maese Morales

Mothers at CRLA

Iris Munoz

Tomas Olmos & Dolores Leal

Delia Real Padilla

Jose Padilla

Bonita Perez

Leonard Pitt

Rosa Diaz Plancarte

Gretchen Regenhardt 

Karen Reimer

Cruz Reynoso

Lorriane Ro

Anita Rodriguez

Maria Rodriguez

Consuelo Ruiz Mora

Marcela Ruiz 

Rosa Ruiz

Santa Rosa Office

Ralph Santiago Abascal

Olga Santos

Katherine Louise Segwick

Kathi Sherman

Fatimah Sikin

Latifah Sikin

Fabiola Solis Zuniga

Maria Luz Solis

Cirelia Rico Solorio

Christina Tolomei

Carmen Torres

Irma Trejo

Hon. Emily Vasquez

Margaret Villalobos

Cecily Wilson
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CRLA BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
Adrian S. Andrade 

Chairperson 

Brian Murtha 
Vice Chairperson

Dee Schilling 
Secretary

Solange Altman
Nettie Amey 
Francisco Baeza
Raul Cadena
Jack Carson Revvill
Ana de Alba
Roberto de la Rosa
R.I de la Rosa Jr.
Micael Estremera
Richard Fajardo
Pablo Fernandez 
Anne Fletcher
Alicia Gamez
Adalberto Gomez
Roberto Gonzalez
Salwa Haddad
Carole Harper
Olof Hellen 
Veronica Henderson
Donald Hubbard 
Ena  Lopez
Anthony J. LoPresti
Luis Magana
Javier Maldonado 
Omar Malfavon
Henry Marquez
Myrna Martinez-Nateras 

Craig McCollum
Janet McGinnis
Vidal Mendoza
Gabriela Navarro-Busch
Marco Nunez
Pedro Paez
Camille Pannu
Cindy Pánuco
Jesus Pelayo
Frank Ramirez
Irene A. Ramirez
Tele Ramirez 
Tatiana Reyes
Esteban Rodriguez 
Jose J. Rodriguez
Isidoro Romero
Susan Scott
Sonia Tuma
Juan Valdovinos 
Antonio Valladolid
Brian Yacker
Graciela Zavala

EXECUTIVE STAFF
José R. Padilla  

Executive Director 

Michael Meuter 
Interim Deputy Dir.

Ilene Jacobs 
Dir. of Lit. Advoc.  
& Traing

Cynthia L. Rice 
Dir. of Lit. Advoc.

Bill Hoerger  
Of Counsel

 

CENTRAL 
ADMINISTRATION

EXECUTIVE OFFICE

Ana Garza
Teresa Santiago 

DEVELOPMENT & 
COMMUNICATIONS

Kim Jones 
Dir of Individual Giving 

Dolores Garay
Ray Manzo
Susan Podesta

FINANCE

Frank Bittner 
Dir.

Carol Banbury
Elena Mak
Robert Sikin

HUMAN RESOURCES

Luis Solis 
HR Manger

Diana O. Bravo

LITIGATION UNIT
Sylvia Valentine

IT DEPARTMENT

Joshua Leong, Dir.
Felix Hernandez
Marques Varnado

PRIVATE ATTORNEY 
INVOLVEMENT

Jeff Ponting

COMMUNITY EQUITY 
INITIATIVE

Marisol Aguilar, Dir.
Marisa Lundin, Dir.

INDIGENOUS PROGRAM

Maureen Keffer, Dir.

LGBT PROGRAM

Lisa Cisneros, Dir.

RURAL EDUCATION  
EQUITY PROGRAM

Franchesca Verdin, Dir.

ARVIN 
Marissa Lundin 
Fausto Sanchez

COACHELLA 
Blaz Gutierrez, Dir.
Emanuel Benitez
Carmen Lopez-Rodriguez
Lorena Martinez 
Ana Vicente

DELANO 
Sahar Durali, Dir.
Rebecca Buckleystein
Juanita B. Castro
Gloria Garcia
Pauline Lara

EL CENTRO 
Beatriz Garcia, Dir.
Lupe Quintero, Dir. of CW
Carla Diaz
Paige Fowler
Rebeca V. Gamboa
Maria Guerena
Priscilla Valenzuela 

FRESNO
Estella Cisneros, Dir.
Ephraim Camacho 

Dolores Curiel
Juanita Perez
Nora Ramirez
Mariah Thompson
Elizabeth Trujillo 

MADERA
Baldwin Moy, Dir.
Angelica Cuevas
Johanna Torres

MARYSVILLE
Laura Ferree, Dir.
Ilene Jacobs, Dir.
Angela Breining
Candice Coolidge
Regina Davidson
Julie Hall
Jessica Hiller
Bonnye Hughes
Alejandro Morales

MODESTO
Jessica Jewell, Dir.
Christina Teixeira, Dir.
Luis Castillo
Yessenia Martinez
Linda Rodriguez 
Aurora Thome
Rebecca Tinoco

OXNARD 
Monica de la Hoya, Dir.
Franchesca Verdin, Dir.
Irma Avila-Espinoza 
Christopher de la Vega 
Antonio Flores
Cecilia Flores

Natalia Ospina
Abel Lopez Sanchez
Maydole Topete
Yajaira H. Valdovinos

SALINAS 

Phyllis Katz, Dir. 
Maria Vizzusi, Dir. 
Hector de la Rosa 
Anna Leah Rick 
Melissa Gonzalez
Maria Elena Hernandez
Irma Huerta-Ramirez 
Jesus Lopez
Jessica Melgar
Kelly Rodriguez 
Maria Serena 
SAN LUIS OBISPO
Patrick Saldana, Dir.
Myrna Alvarez 
Carlie Domingues

SANTA BARBARA
Monique Fierro
Sylvia Rodriguez Olivares

SANTA MARIA
Corrie Arellano, Dir.
Sandra Aguila
Mary Jacka
Sylvia Torres 
Irma Trejo

SANTA ROSA
Jeffery Hoffman, Dir. 
Mariano Alvarez
Alexandra Camacho

Patricia A. Fink
Monica Guzman
Robert Lotero
Dulce Leal Romero

STOCKTON
Blanca Bañuelos, Dir.
Stephen A. Rosenbaum, Dir.
Esmeralda Zendejas, Dir.
Sylvia Escobar 
Denise Mendez 
Anna Olsen 
Monica Sousa

VISTA
Jennifer Bonilla 
Daniela Conde
Miriam Erb 
Carlos Maldonado
Stephanie Ortiz

WATSONVILLE 
Gretchen Regenhardt, Dir.
Lisa Cisneros, Dir. 
Diana Barba
Liliana Garcia
Giselle Sanchez
Irish Tapia
Judy Vazquez

2016 Board of Directors and Staff
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2016 CRLA Offices
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CREDITS Photos: David Bacon  
and CRLA archives
Writers: Ray Manzo, 
Dolores Garay, Kim Jones 
and CRLA Staff 

Design & Printing:  
LC Design,  
Berkeley CA /  
Trade Lithography

HOW TO GIVE TO CRLA

visit www.crla.org  
to make a donation online

OAKLAND  
(Administrative Only)

José R. Padilla, Executive Director
1430 Franklin St., Suite 103
Oakland, CA 94612
TEL (510) 267-0762
FAX (510) 267-0763

ARVIN
211 Bear Mountain Blvd.
Arvin, CA 93203
TEL (661) 854-3839
FAX (661) 854-3805 

COACHELLA
Blaz Gutierrez, Dir.
1460 6th Street
P.O. Box 35
Coachella, CA 92236
TEL (760) 398-7261
FAX (760) 398-1050

DELANO
Sahar Durali, Dir.
601 High St., Ste C
Delano, CA 93215
TEL (661) 725-4350 
FAX (661) 725-1062

EL CENTRO
Beatriz Garcia, Interm Dir.
449 Broadway
El Centro, CA 92243
TEL (760) 353-0220 
FAX (760) 353-6914

FRESNO
Estella Cisneros, Dir.
3747 East Shields Ave.
Fresno, CA 93726
TEL (559) 441-8721 
FAX (559) 441-0724

HOLLISTER 
310 4th Street
Hollister, CA 95023
TEL (831) 724-2253

LOS ANGELES  
(Administrative Only)

714 W. Olympic Blvd., 
Suite 450
Los Angeles, CA 90015
TEL (510) 267-0762

MADERA
Baldwin Moy, Dir.
126 North “B” Street 
Madera, CA 93638
TEL (559) 674- 5671
FAX (559) 674- 5674

MARYSVILLE
Laura Clauson Ferree, Dir.
511 “D” Street
Marysville, CA 95901
TEL (530) 742- 5191 
FAX (530) 742-0421

MODESTO
Jessica Jewell, Dir.
1111 I Street, Suite 310
Modesto, CA 95354
TEL (209) 577-3811 
FAX (209) 577-1098

OXNARD
Monica de la Hoya, Dir.
338 South “A” Street
Oxnard, CA 93030

P.O. Box 1561
Oxnard, CA 93032
TEL (805) 483-1068 
FAX (805) 483-0535

SALINAS
Maria Vizzusi, Dir. 
Phyllis Katz, Dir. 
3 Williams Road
Salinas, CA 93905
TEL (831) 757-5221 
FAX (831) 757-6212

SAN LUIS OBISPO
Patrick Saldana, Dir.
1011 Pacific Street, #A
San Luis Obispo, CA 93410
TEL (805) 544-7997
FAX (805) 544-3904

SANTA BARBARA 
22 N. Milpas Street, Ste. F
Santa Barbara, CA 93103
TEL (805) 963-5982
FAX (805) 963-5984

SANTA MARIA
Corrie Arellano, Dir.
2050 “G” South Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454
(805) 922-4563 
FAX (805) 928-0693

SANTA CRUZ
1740 17th Ave 
Santa Cruz, CA 95062

SANTA ROSA
Jeffery Hoffman, Dir.
1260 N. Dutton Ave, Suite 160
Santa Rosa, CA 95401
TEL (707) 528-9941 
FAX (707) 528-0125

STOCKTON
Stephen Rosenbaum, Dir.
145 E. Weber Avenue
Stockton, CA 95202
TEL (209) 946-0605 
FAX (209) 946-5730

VISTA
640 Civic Ctr. Dr., #108
Vista, CA 92084
TEL (831) 724-2253
FAX (760) 966-0291

WATSONVILLE
Gretchen Regenhardt, Reg. Dir.
21 Carr Street
Watsonville, CA 95076
TEL (831) 724-2253 
FAX (831) 724-7530
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Lalo Alcaraz’s Dignidad was created in  
honor of CRLA’S 50th Anniversary. 

Each print is $150 and is signed, numbered, 
and framed. 

To order, email: info@crla.org 


