


CRLA provides an array of legal services that improves the lives and communities of 
thousands of low-income Californians. 

Cases 
Closed

Cases 
Closed

Make our impact even greater, donate online www.crla.org

2017  
IMPACT 

Housing Labor & 
Employment

Enforcing federal 
and state fair 
housing laws; 
monitoring low-
income community 
redevelopment; 
enforcing habitability 
standards; 
preventing evictions; 
providing foreclosure 
counseling; 
promoting 
homeownership; 
preventing 
predatory lending.

Collecting unpaid 
wages; enforcing 
minimum wage 
and overtime laws; 
upholding health and 
safety protections; 
enforcing 
workers’ rights  
to rest and meal 
periods; collecting 
unemployment 
insurance benefits; 
fighting sexual 
harassment in the 
workplace.

Cases 
Closed

Education

Enforcing students’ 
rights in areas of 
special education 
and suspensions/
expulsions; 
guaranteeing 
access to a free and 
appropriate public 
education; migrant 
education programs 
and alternative 
school placements.

Cases 
Closed

Rural Health

Securing public 
benefits; supporting 
victims of sexual  
assault and intimate 
partner violence; 
maintaining health  
insurance, disability 
and SSI coverage; 
guaranteeing access 
to clean water and  
preventing pesticide  
poisoning; assisting  
with ACA applications  
and needs.

Money 
Recovered

Money recovered 
for CRLA clients in 
2017. Includes back 
awards, lump sum 
settlements, and 
monthly benefits 
obtained. 



Our Mission

To fight for justice  
and individual rights  
alongside the most  
exploited communities  
of our society.

Our Vision of Justice

A rural California where  
all people are treated  
with dignity and respect  
and guaranteed their 
fundamental rights.
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Dear Friends:

Together, let’s create Rural Justice and with it light for these darker times!  

In this unceasing state of national turmoil, CRLA’s work has become even more vital as it seeks to 
serve as a counterpoint to that negative politic. Injustices that CRLA has always fought against seem 
more important these days: sexual harassment, racism, LGBTQ discrimination, wage theft. Why? 
Perhaps CRLA advocacy can serve as a beacon of hope to those most vulnerable to losing those 
social justice gains achieved during the War on Poverty and what has followed.  

Every case we take on, every phone call we make, every interview we do, works towards the goal  
of giving the rural working poor the highest quality legal service that the wealthy enjoy and expect.  
The high goal is Justice! CRLA cannot create this Justice alone. Together—donors, board members, 
political supporters, colleague attorneys—all of us can and must work towards this vision of a better 
future in which poor women can work with dignity, all children can get a quality education, and a 
disabled veteran can keep his foreclosed home when the local bank wants one more to add to its  
cache of foreclosed properties!

There is a Mexican dicho that says: ¡La esperanza es lo ultimo que muere! Hope is the last thing that 
dies! So it is this hope in the client who walks into the CRLA neighborhood legal aid office that drives  
our devoted staff and inspires us to continue that hard daily toil in their names. And it is that same  
hope that then allows CRLA to make a justice difference in that rural California that treats the rural,  
low-income resident—farm worker like veteran—the lesser member of the community.

Thanks to you for your continuing generosity. Together we will meet and beat these challenging times.  

Adelante creando luz,  

Forward creating light,

José Padilla,     Roberto de la Rosa Jr.,  
CRLA Executive Director  CRLA Board Chairperson 
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Roberto de la Rosa Jr.



Thank you so much to  

the CRLA staff, donors 

and supporters for 

believing in rural justice. 
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#NOMÁS 

At least 80% of female  

   farmworkers experience  

     sexual harassment, assault,  

or abuse at work. These workers 

are at risk because they work in 

remote areas, often do not know 

their rights, and are afraid of the 

consequences if they speak up.  

#METOO 
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“It is not normal to have a realistic 
fear of being attacked on the worksite 
during the middle of the day.”

CRLA’s team of 

community workers 

and attorneys 

educate workers about 

their rights, provide 

prevention training,  

and defend survivors.  

#METOO 
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For nearly 30 years, CRLA has fought alongside workers 
who have stood up to sexual predators and abusers. 
CRLA represents workers in a wide array of sexual 

harassment cases, including cases involving rape in the fields. 

While every case is different, it’s often the same story. The 
woman agricultural worker is doing her work and trying to 
earn a paycheck. A male co-worker or supervisor begins by 
making comments, some initially appearing to be innocent, 
while others are clearly inappropriate. The harasser then 
begins to touch the woman and put her in uncomfortable 
situations. The woman will either complain to her employer 
or will be too afraid or ashamed to report. In most of the 
cases CRLA has handled, the employer does not address the 
complaint or conduct. Eventually, in many cases, the woman 
will be working alone in the fields, and the harasser will 
ultimately assault or even rape her. She will tell the employer 
and the police, but nothing will happen to the predator.  
The woman may or may not get support from her family  
and community. Often times, she will be blamed. 

Workers who are finally fed up and willing to come forward 
come to CRLA to demand justice. CRLA not only represents 
these workers, but also empowers survivors to use their voice 
to fight back and to know that someone is on their side.

Survivors like CRLA clients Blanca Alfaro, Francisca Alvarado 
Garcia, Georgina Jimenez, and so many more took on the 
growers who allowed sexual harassment to take place. CRLA 
cases have resulted in tens of millions of dollars in damages, an 
increase in sexual harassment prevention training in the fields, 
and help for other women who stand up and say #nomas to 
sexual harassment. CRLA’s cases signal to workers to stand up, 
fight back, and demand justice.    n
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“Our clients who are survivors of sexual 

assault and harassment are some of the 

bravest clients we have. Although many 

of them have been shunned, blamed 

and humiliated, they do not lose their 

will to stand up for themselves. These 

women valiantly tell their stories. CRLA 

is honored to stand with them and help 

them use their voices to fight back.”

-Blanca A. Banuelos, Director of  
the Migrant Program

“These cases have personal and 

community impacts. For the women who 

are harassed, it is a chance for them to get 

justice. For the community, it affirms that 

harassment or assault in the workplace 

will not be tolerated, and that there are 

attorneys who believe them, that will fight 

for them, and that they are not alone”

-Esmeralda Zendjas, Regional Director  
of the Migrant Program

“Agricultural 

work is already 

one of the most 

dangerous 

occupations in 

the U.S. – from 

heat stress to 

occupational 

injuries, farm- 

workers face many workplace 

hazards every day. They should 

not also have to worry about being 

leered at, touched or sexually 

assaulted when they are simply 

trying to earn a living and feed 

their families. Sexual harassment 

and assault is not tolerated in 

offices and board rooms – it should 

not be tolerated in the fields either.”

-Estella Cisneros, Regional Director  
of the Migrant Program



Northern California Wildfires 

The October 2017 Northern California 

wildfires caused unprecedented 

destruction across six counties.  

Santa Rosa and nearby communities were 

devastated. People lost family members,  

homes, neighborhoods, and jobs.
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“We had to be there for our clients, but 
the flames moved so fast that at any 
moment our families were in danger too.”

CRLA helped thousands of people 

with issues arising from the fires 

and the recovery process. 
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The fires moved so fast that many 
people had little time to pack before 
being forced to evacuate. The fires 

moved into urban Santa Rosa and at one point 
over 100,000 people evacuated the area. The 
fires burned tens of thousands of acres and 
destroyed over 6,000 structures, including 
thousands of homes in Santa Rosa alone. 

“It was scary and challenging,” said Jeff 
Hoffman, Directing Attorney at CRLA’s Santa 
Rosa office. “We had to be there for our clients, 
but our office and staff were also affected. We 
had to close our office for several weeks.” 

Attorneys play an essential role in natural 
disaster relief. They provide counseling, advice, 
and legal assistance to survivors, helping them 
apply for emergency aid and address ongoing 
legal issues. Attorneys help survivors with 
insurance claims, claims with FEMA, disaster 
related evictions or employment issues,  
and more. 

“It is sometimes not easy to navigate the 
maze of assistance programs and regulatory 
requirements, or to understand the specifics 
of an insurance policy and claim procedure, 
especially after you may have just lost all of 
your belongings, your home, your community, 
and maybe your job,” explained Hoffman.

CRLA worked with a coalition of partners to 
help survivors by providing outreach programs 

and consults, legal clinics, and one on one 
assistance. CRLA supported thousands of 
survivors during the first few months after  
the disaster hit. The work continues to date.  

“Our partners came together quickly and  
put the focus on those hurt by the disaster,” 
said Hoffman. 

One of CRLA’s client communities, Indigenous 
Mexicans, who speak such languages as  
Triqui, Mixtec, Chatino, Zapotec, and 
Purépecha, were especially vulnerable in  
the aftermath of the fires.

Cultural and language barriers stopped many 
from getting disaster relief. Government 
agencies did not provide the information in 

languages they understood. Instead of receiving 
aid, many were left homeless.

CRLA Community Workers Mariano Alvarez 
and Nora Ramirez sought out people that 
government agencies missed. They met  
with people one on one and in small groups 
and attended as many community meetings  
as possible. 

“Our client communities remain deeply 
affected by these wildfires, whether it is  
the lingering effects of immediate trauma or 
long-term impact on housing availability and 
other basic human needs,” said Ilene Jacobs, 
CRLA Director of Litigation, Advocacy & 
Training, who provides statewide and national 
support on disaster recovery.

Top: Jeffery Hoffman, Robert Lotero, and Fernando Torres. Bottom: Monica Guzman, Patricia Fink, Mariano Alvarez, and  
Dulce Leal Romero
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“We went through a  

lot as a community. 

People lost everything,  

but we will rebuild.”

CRLA will play an active and critical role 
in ongoing recovery.  “We will continue 
to advocate for disaster assistance, 
including decent, affordable housing, 
equitable community development, 
language access, health care, and a 
living wage,” said Jacobs.

“We went through a lot as a 
community,” said Hoffman. “People 
lost everything; but we will rebuild.”

CRLA thanks our supporters who 
provided extra assistance after the fires:  
Cooley LLP, Michael Flynn, Jessica 
Juarez, Bill Hoerger, Ellen Lake, Juliette 
Bleecker with the San Francisco Trial 
Lawyers Association, the Plant-Rao 
Family, CRLA Alum Marcela Ruiz with 
the CA Department of Social Services, 
Dan Torres with the Governor’s Office, 
the California State Bar Association, and 
many others who volunteered their 
time and energy to assist our work.    n



Connecting Communities

Some rural communities lack safe drinking water, sewers,  

 public transportation, and other resources. They are  

 often remote, unsafe and ignored by the county.
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“Working together with CRLA...[we 
moved] this bus project forward.”

CRLA’s Community Equity Initiative (CEI)  

strengthens unincorporated communities.  

CEI works with local leaders to create change.
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The community of West Park sits less 
than half a mile outside the city limits 
of Fresno. It is small – around 130 

residences – and many farmworker families 
call West Park home. Despite its proximity to 
the city, the unincorporated community lacks 
sidewalks, a sewer system, gutters, street 
lights, green space, and park space. 

Residents must travel into the city for all of 
their needs and have never had a public transit 
service. Lack of transportation was a significant 
obstacle for them. The West Park community 
knew there had to be a better way, so 
residents formed a community group called 
Los Olvidados (The Forgotten) to tackle the 
community’s most pressing needs. 

Los Olvidados started working with CRLA’s 
Community Equity Initiative (CEI). CEI works 
alongside community leaders to increase 
investment in community infrastructure, 
advocate for equitable development, and build 

leadership capacity, so that residents can 
engage meaningfully in decision-making that 
impacts their neighborhoods.

CEI’s Mariah Thompson and Victoria Santillan 
provided legal education and leadership  
training to members of Los Olvidados.  
“One of CEI’s roles is to provide residents  
the legal education to help their community 
from within,” said Mariah. 

Los Olvidados started working with local 
transit officials and achieved their first big 
victory in 2017: a public transit line serving the 

community. “Working together with CRLA...
[we moved] this bus project forward,” said 
community member David Sanchez. The route 
represented a milestone for the community 
and demonstrated the strength of community 
leadership. 

This year Los Olvidados is working with CEI to 
conduct a community clean-up event, seeking 
funding for the community group, and is 
collaborating with Fresno County to design a 
walking and biking path for the school children 
of the community.    n

Terry Hernandez (Los Olvidados), Victoria Santillan (CRLA), Josie Galvan (Los Olvidados), Juan Benavidez (Los Olvidados), 
and Mariah Thompson (CRLA).

“One of CEI’s roles is to provide 

residents the legal education  

to help their community  

from within.”



“This is going to empower the 

residents of West Park and will 

allow us to be more independent!”
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Education Discrimination

School disciplinary policies often harm Students of Color with 

disproportionately higher rates of suspension or expulsion, 

creating a school to prison pipeline. 
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CRLA works with students, parents, teachers, and schools to create a pipeline 

to success for all students. CRLA defends the rights of students and promotes 

better ways for students and schools to work together for healthy outcomes.
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For decades the Kern High School District 
(KHSD) discipline system forced Latino 
and African American students out of 

their classrooms. Students were suspended, 
expelled, and sent to alternative high schools 
that offered poor academics and limited 
extracurricular activities. CRLA and other civil 
rights groups joined forces to challenge these 
discriminatory policies. 

CRLA, representing parents and community 
groups, filed a lawsuit arguing that the policies 
were unconstitutional and deprived students of 
the education they were guaranteed by law.  
The case was settled and required immediate and 
substantial changes to KHSD’s discipline policies. 

“This settlement provides structure and 
accountability for addressing the discriminatory 
effects of KHSD’s past practices,” said Cynthia 
Rice, CRLA Director of Litigation and Training. 

A team of five experts will design and 
implement new policies that keep students on 
the path to success. Teachers and district staff 
will receive mandatory cultural competency 
and implicit bias training. KHSD will translate all 
discipline documents into the primary language 
of students and parents. The District must also 
hold public forums with the community to 
report back on their progress.

“We spent nearly three years to get the 
District to stop discriminating against these 

Lyndsi Adreas (GBLA), Cynthia Rice (CRLA), Jade Crawford (Kern High School Student) Eva Paterson (Equal Justice Society).

“We spent nearly three years 

to get the District to stop 

discriminating against these 

students, and we will be right 

here the next three years to  

make sure that they do stop.” 



ANNUAL REPORT 2017 19

students, and we will be right here the next 
three years to make sure that they do stop,” 
said Rebecca Buckley-Stein, Directing Attorney 
in CRLA’s Delano office. 

The first-of-its-kind settlement sent a message 
to other districts and is leading to changes 
throughout the Central Valley. 

Modesto City Schools (MCS) reached 
an agreement after hearing of the Kern 
settlement and being confronted with data 
collected by CRLA and Lawyers’ Committee 
for Civil Rights (LCCR) that showed similar 
trends. MCS agreed to engage a nationally 
recognized expert on race and discipline and 
has begun a review of policies that were 

pushing students of color and English-learners 
out of school. 

“Districts across California saw that the 
courts were not going to allow this type of 
discrimination and they needed to make a 
change,” said Cynthia. 

Education discrimination cases are incredibly 
important to CRLA’s mission to change lives  
and rural communities. 

“These cases and settlements are the 
grandchildren of the desegregation cases and 
an unfortunate reminder that the vestiges of 
racism exist in our country and our schools. It is 
about giving children the opportunity to get an 

education. I am proud to be part of that,”  
said Cynthia.  

CRLA thanks our partners in these cases: 
MALDEF (Mexican American Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund), Equal Justice Society, 
Greater Bakersfield Legal Assistance, Inc. 
(GBLA), Wilson, Sonsini, Goodrich & Rosati, 
P.C., Dolores Huerta Foundation, National 
Brotherhood Association, Faith in Kern, 
Advocates for Justice, the Modesto-Stanislaus 
Branch of the NAACP, Lawyers’ Committee 
for Civil Rights of the San Francisco Bay 
Area, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP, Deborah 
Escobedo, Benjamin Wagner, Jacq Wilson, and 
Jacque Wilson..    n

Jessica Jewell (CRLA), Cynthia Rice (CRLA), Jacque Wilson (Advocates for Justice), Gladys Williams (NAACP), Deborah Escobedo (LCCR), José Padilla (CRLA), Benjamin Wagner (Gibson 
Dunn), Jacq Wilson (Advocates for Justice).
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Richard 
Pearl:  
Balancing 
The Scales 

C 
RLA Alumni stay connected 

in many ways: they mentor 

staff, serve on our board, 

and donate volunteer time or make 

financial contributions. CRLA has 

been privileged and honored to have 

Richard “Rich” Pearl’s involvement 

and support for five decades. 

José Padilla, the Honorable Cruz Reynoso, and Richard Pearl
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Rich Pearl started his legal career with the 
Legal Aid Society of Atlanta after graduating 
from the University of California, Berkeley, 
School of Law (Berkeley Law) in 1969.  
He joined CRLA’s McFarland staff in 1971. 

“CRLA already had a great reputation and I really 
wanted to be a part of that effort,” said Rich. 

Rich would be joined by an all-star line-up of 
attorneys. “I was the senior attorney with three 
years of experience directing people like Richard 
Paez, who is now the United States Circuit 
Judge of the United States Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit, Tomas Olmos, who would 
become the Executive Director of the Legal 
Aid Foundation of Los Angeles and head of the 
EEOC’s Los Angeles office, and Chuck Elsesser, 
who went on to a prestigious public interest 
career in both Los Angeles and Florida. I got to 

work with such amazing 
talent and people.” 

Rich worked at CRLA 
for over a decade, first 
as a staff attorney, then 
directing attorney, first 
of the McFarland office, 
then of CRLA’s Backup 
Center, and finally as 
CRLA’s Director of 
Litigation. Over that 
time, he again worked 
with an amazing  

group of people, including Ralph Abascal,  
Al Meyerhoff, and Bill McNeill. 

“We had the spirit and feeling that we could 
take on any injustice. We did not consider 
ourselves the underdog when we were taking 
on segregation in Delano, the housing authority 
in Tulare County, and going to federal court  
in Sacramento; we believed we were going  
to win.” 

Rich went into private practice in the early 80s, 
but he never truly left CRLA or stopped helping 
rural Californians. 

“I stay involved because there is such a great 
need in rural communities. The people need 
CRLA and need this type of help.” 

“I have always believed that a great public 
interest attorney needs to be filled with a sense 

of outrage to be effective at their job. The 
outrage has never left me, especially when 
you see how racism and sexism continue to 
exist in our society, how the housing issues in 
these communities continue to hurt low-income 
people, and how the government programs 
(the “safety net”) are constantly underfunded 
and under attack.”

Rich has been one of CRLA’s steady donors 
since leaving CRLA. His support has led to 
tens of thousands of people receiving help and 
representation in court. 

“I know that my donations are going towards 
funding a very worthwhile organization with a 
very dedicated staff. The staff, past and present, 
are the most devoted and passionate advocates 
out there, and I want to do my small part to help.” 

Besides donations, Rich gives back through his 
pro bono work with CRLA, which also helps 
bring in funds for CRLA’s work. He is an expert 
on attorney fees, and his pro bono advice on 
attorney fee awards has allowed CRLA attorneys 
to recover money from other parties. 

“I have an expertise and I know it can help 
CRLA and its clients. I believe that my work 
can really help bring in extra money to the 
organization to keep making a difference.” 

CRLA is grateful to Rich’s commitment to CRLA 
and its client community. CRLA would not be the 
same without him. Thank you Rich!    n

Richard Pearl with fellow CRLA alumni William McNeill, III and John O’Toole  



Rural Housing

Families and individuals in rural California endure 

substandard and challenging living conditions.  

They face rent gouging and housing discrimination and 

suffer retaliation and eviction when they demand changes. 
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CRLA defends and 

supports families 

and individuals who 

face housing issues through 

a combination of litigation, 

enforcement of regulations, 

and Know Your Rights housing 

training with the community  

and other nonprofits. 
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CRLA clients come to CRLA for help 
with housing disputes from El Centro 
to Marysville and Santa Rosa. They 

face living without hot water or heat, live in 
substandard housing conditions, face evictions 
or foreclosure, and often are on the brink 
of homelessness. Clients in need of decent, 
affordable housing are from all genders, ages, 
races and ethnicities. They are veterans, people 
with disabilities, and LGBT individuals. 

CRLA’s housing work focuses on improving 
housing conditions, fighting housing 
discrimination, foreclosure and eviction defense, 
fighting for tenant rights, and enforcing 
farmworker housing rights. CRLA makes sure 
that landlords are not violating the laws and 
seeks alternative solutions to help keep people 
and families in their homes. 

“Rural California residents often face rent 
gouging for substandard and dangerous 
housing units,” said Director of Litigation, 
Advocacy and Training, Ilene J. Jacobs. 
“Sometimes it is so extreme that people  
sleep in onion fields, tool sheds, barns and  
in river banks.” 

CRLA has two special programs devoted to 
housing services in addition to the housing 
disputes addressed daily. 

The Fair Housing Project provides a range 
of services to support fair housing and civil 
rights for rural populations facing housing 
discrimination, for example, not allowing single 
mothers to rent or segregating families of color 
from white families.  

“People and families face housing discrimina-
tion because of who they are, what they look 
like or the language they speak, and they need 
to be protected,” said Ilene. 

“We investigate claims and will take landlords 
and agencies to court to ensure that 
discrimination ends.” 

The Rural Foreclosure Assistance Project 
assists homeowners with loan modifications, 
fair lending issues, and investigates mortgage-
related scams. The Project also provides 
trainings and workshops to help stop the 
effects of discriminatory foreclosure-related 
practices in rural communities across the state. 

“A great example of our work is the case of 
Leonard R.,” said Foreclosure Intervention 
Coordinator Sylvia Torres.

Leonard is a disabled veteran who lives in the 
heart of California’s Central Valley, Madera. 
Leonard and his wife, Virginia, defaulted on 
their mortgage after they lost their car in an 
accident. Virginia could no longer get to work. 
Soon after, Leonard suffered a heart attack 
and had open-heart surgery. They applied for 
Keep Your Home California (KYHC), which 
was created to provide aid to struggling 
homeowners after the financial crisis, but they 
were denied due to their unfamiliarity with 
the process. That is when CRLA’s Foreclosure 
Administrative Assistant Johanna Torres 
stepped in.  

“People often get denied these types of 
services because they did not explain their 
hardship with the correct words,” said 
Johanna. “We know how to do this work, 
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CRLA’s Johanna Torres and Sylvia Torres

Director of 
Litigation, 
Advocacy  
and Training, 
Ilene J. Jacobs



“My wife and I were discouraged  

from re-applying after getting denied, 

but thanks to CRLA we no longer 

live paycheck to paycheck. We have 

financial breathing room now”

because we work closely with the lenders and know how to 
tell our clients’ stories.” 

CRLA’s assistance resulted in Leonard and Virginia being 
awarded almost $100,000 in KYHC funds to reduce their 
outstanding principal balance, which lowered their monthly 
payment by nearly $400.

“My wife and I were discouraged from re-applying after 
getting denied, but thanks to CRLA we no longer live 
paycheck to paycheck. We have financial breathing room 
now,” said Leonard.

“I have been at CRLA for a long time and these types of 
victories never stop feeling good,” said Sylvia. “Leonard and 
Virginia may have fallen victims to mortgage scammers, if 
they had not received our help.”    n
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Leonard and Virginia in front of  
their home saved by CRLA



CRLA’s Supporters and Contributors
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Adelante 

Creando 

Luz

ANNUAL REPORT 2017 27



CALIFORNIA RURAL LEGAL ASSISTANCE, INC.28

Over $10,000

Carlota del Portillo

Kazan McClain Partners’ 
Foundation

MUFG Union Bank, N.A.

Robins Kaplan LLP

Santos & Michelle  
Leah Gomez

Sidney Stern Memorial Trust

Tomás Olmos & Dolores Leal 

Triskeles Foundation

$9,999 to $5,000

Allred Maroko & Goldberg

Arnold & Porter, LLP

Bay Area Lawyers for 
Individual Freedom

Hal & Eliza Brown

California ChangeLawyers

Cooley Godward Kronish LLP

Mike Freedman &  
Rebecca Goldsmith

Mary T. Hernández

Kazan, McClain, Satterley  
& Greenwood

KXLA 44/ KVMD LLC.,  
Ron Ulloa

Jose Miramontes &  
Julia Villa-Miramontes

Philip Monrad &  
Molly Sullivan

Molly Munger &  
Stephen English

Perez & Caballero,  
Frank Perez

The Plant-Rao Family,  
Harry Plant & Amy Rao

Shartsis Friese LLP

Gary & Carolyn Soto

$4,999 to $2,500

Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.

Frank Fernandez &  
Carmen Flores

Kazan, McClain, Satterley & 
Greenwood

Janet McGinnis

Morrison & Foerster

O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Sheppard Mullin

LaserCom Design,  
Gino Squadrito

Villegas/Carrera, LLP

Zaitlin-Nienberg Family Fund, 
Judy Zaitlin

$2,499 to $1,000

Denise Abrams

Akin Gump Strauss  
Hauer & Feld LLP

Elena Anaya

Sean Andrade

Vibiana Andrade

Andrade Gonzalez LLP

Mario Rosas

Apple Inc.

Arcus Foundation

Morris “Mike” Baller & 
Christine Brigagliano

Michael Bracamontes

Bright Funds Foundation

Juliet & Jane Brodie

Bush Gottlieb

Peter & Priscilla Carson

Denyse Clancy

Charles “Chaz” &  
Maria Claver

Jacob Clingerman

The David Bohnett 
Foundation

Donna DeDiemar & 
Christopher Hamilton

John Domzalski

Robert & Gail Feenstra

Laura Clauson Ferree

First Bank

Robert Fries

Alicia Gamez

Goldfarb & Lipman LLP

Hon. Yvonne Gonzalez 
Rogers & Matthew Rogers

Diane & Harry Greenberg

Douglas & Beth Grijalva

Hewlett Packard Enterprise 

William Hoerger & Ellen Lake

Katherine Hogan

James C. Hormel

Janet Jones & David Marsh

Morgan Kanninen

Steven Kazan 

Janet Kranzberg

Mary Geissler Lanzone

Latina Designs by Pilar, 
Doreen & Henry Villanueva

Robert L. Lewis

Lubin Olson &  
Niewiadomski LLP

David Martinez 

David McClain

Craig McCollum, Just 
Resolutions, A.D.R. 
Services

Miles, Sears & Eanni

Outten & Golden

José R. Padilla &  
Deborah Escobedo

Richard Pearl

Ready Foods, Inc.,  
Marco Abarca

Regenhardt Family Trust

Ramon E. Romero

Susan A. Scott

Shute Mihaly & Weinberger

Valerie E. Sopher

Mariko Soto

Chris Strachwitz

Hon. Sergio Tapia &  
Rosa Fregoso

Teamsters Joint Council  
No. 7, Veronica Diaz

2017 CRLA DONORS 
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Thendara Foundation

Sylvia & Al Torres

Hon. Juan and Rosalia Ulloa

Gladdys Uribe &  
Ismael Bautista Jr.

van Löben Sels/RembeRock

Tom Weathered &  
Alice Bussiere

Peter Weiner

Brian Yacker

$999 to $500

Aaron Ackermann

Alexander Krakow &  
Glick LLP

Fred Altshuler &  
Julia Cheever

Michelle Anderson &  
Sade Borghei

Adrian S. Andrade

Bar Association of  
San Francisco

Randall & Audrey Barkan

Maricela Bermudez

Prairie Bly

Justin Bosl

Boston Foundation

Armida Helen Brashears

California Employment 
Lawyers Association

Carol Cole & David Bassing

Leslie Cordes

Courthouse News Service

Janean Acevedo Daniels

Alejandro Delgado

Vincent DeSimone

Alan R. Diamante

Steve & Phyllis Dorsi

Law Offices of Fellom  
and Solorio

Law Offices of Mauro  
Fiore, Jr.

Genetech, Inc.

Goldmiller Family  
Charitable Fund

Debra Lynn Gonzales

Google Inc.

Marian & Roger Gray

Stuart Gross

Katie Hallward

Ronald Javor

Jewish Community 
Federation & Endowment

Jonathan Hirabayashi Design

Julia Kazaks & Judd Volino

Bruce W. & Candice Kerns

Pauline Kim & Philip Lee

Christina Krasomil

Leonard Carder LLP

A. Keith Lesar

Manufacturers Bank

Masters & Ribakoff,  
Christine Masters

Hon. Marco D. Nunez

Camille Pannu

Susan Podesta

Daniel Poor

Selden Prentice &  
Carl Blackstone

Sergio Puche

Queer Qumbia

Nora Quinn

Rainbow Grocery 
Cooperative Inc.

Enrique Ramirez

Michael & Lisa Rhodes

Esteban Rodriguez

Irma Rodriguez Molsa

Vincent Ruiz 

Hon. Alex Saldamando

Robert & Susan Sall

Schoenleber & Waltermire, 
Michael Schoenleber

Pedro & Ana Silva

Thomas & Susan Smegal

Alan Sparer &  
Charlotte Fishman

Hon. Michael Stern & 
Antonia Hernandez

Jack L. Taylor

Marian & Edward Tiedemann

Christine Tokunaga

Sonia Tuma

Paul Vega

$499 to $250

Mark Aaronson

John Allen

Margarita Altamirano

Ana M. Aparicio

Astrid Arevalo

Maria Arredondo

Jeffrey Baker

Christopher Barnes

Craig T. Byrnes

Juan Cartagena

Cerney Kreuze & Lott, LLP

Chesler McCaffrey LLP, 
Natasha Chesler 

Madeline Chun

Cosper Family Fund

Moira Dawson

Julie Drake & Kim Tucker

Virginia Duplessis-White

Laura Escobedo

Carmen A. Estrada

Richard P. Fajardo

Tracy Fehr

Peter Gelblum

Matthew Giedt-Paredes & 
Virginia McClintock

Solange Goncalves Altman

Ken & Connie Graham

Hadsell Stormer Keeny 
Richardson & Renick LLP

Laura Haskins

Olof Hellen 

Mika Hilaire

Vida Holguin



Ruth Holton-Hodson

Toni Jaramilla

Justin & Jessica Jewell

Charles & Evangelina Jones

Jennifer Keating

Linda Kim

Luis & Lee Lainer

Bill & Carolyn Lee

Barbara & Bob Leidigh

Legal Services of  
Northern California 

Loretta Lynch

Enrique Martinez

Gabriel Martinez

Mary Ann Massenburg

James Mattesich &  
Patrica Garcia

Christopher May &  
Barbara McGraw

Bill McNeill III

Felicia Medina

Rebecca Mer

Miriam Montesinos

Pia Moriarty & Bob Hurd

James Muller

Michael & Mary Murphy

Brian Murtha

National Community 
Reinvestment Coalition

Amy Newell

Michael & Robin Nimkoff

Andrea Ordin

Nicolas Orihuela

Yolanda Orozco

Hon. Richard Paez &  
Diane Erickson

Cindy Pánuco

Yungsuhn Park

Queen Calafia Publishing, 
Jeffry David & Jerolyn 
Sackman

Michelle Reinglass

Judge Enrique Romero

David Rorick

Anne J. Rosenzweig

Jerry Ruiz & Michael Dergar

Jerry & Gloria Santillan

Socorro Santillan

Mark & Lucia Savage

John W. Semion

Travis Silva

Karen Snell

Shelly Spiegel-Coleman

Mark Swanson

Alan Timmerman

John M. True III &  
Claudia Wilken

Zeus Trujillo & Julia Figueira 
Mcdonough

United Health Group

United Way of the Bay Area

Unity in Action

C. Anthony Valladolid

Brent VerWeyst

Dr. Joe & Maxine Villarino 

Weinberg, Roger and 
Rosenfeld

Marilyn Woollard

Amaya Yaretzie

Steven Zrucky

$249 to $100

J. Raul Alcantar

Adele Andrade-Stadler &  
Joe Stadler

Rebecca Aragon

Alicia Armenta

Autodesk Foundation

Rosemary Bacy

Bakersfield LGBTQ

Rhonda Barovsky

Gloria Barrios

Raja Bhattar

Abhijit Bhelande

Maria Blanco

William Bloch

Frank & Melissa Bloch

Frances Bolte

Nancy Bornn

Marjorie & Robert Brach

Brancart & Brancart

Luz Buitrago

Sonja Cary

Jana & Dennis Castanares

Angel Castillo

Katherine Castro

Centro Latino de  
San Francisco Inc.

Darlene Ceremello & Jessea 
Greenman

Scott Chang

Paul Chavez

Gordon and Judy Churchill

Lisa Cisneros

George W. Conk

Crail-Johnson Foundation

D.N. Croughan

Dr. Douglas & Gisela Daetz

Tess D’Arcangelew

Moira Dawson

Ana de Alba

Roberto de la Rosa, Jr. 

Connie de la Vega &  
Michael Rawson

Anne & Paul DeCarli

Donna DeDiemar & 
Christopher Hamilton

James Denvir &  
Barbara Parada

Nancy P. DiCenzo

Joseph Domzalski

Hon. Donal Donnelly

Stephen Doutt

Sharon Duggan

Roger Dunn

Pedro & Deborah Echeverria

Victor S. Elias

Erasmo & Rochelle Elias

Eng Family Charitable Trust

Pierre Epstein

Joseph Fanucci &  
Katherine Designer

Maxine Fasulis

First Crush Restaurant, 
Amanda Burman

Claudia Fitch

Anne Fletcher

Dr. Barbara M. Flores

Anel Flores

Michael & Mary Flynn

Michael Freund

John & Sharon Funk

Beatriz Garcia

2017 CRLA DONORS  continued
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Ronald & Susan Gastelum

Marjorie Gelb &  
Mark Aaronson

Margo George &  
Catherine Karrass

Pinky Ghuman 

Gail A. Glick

Joe Godwin

Dr. John Good &  
Janet Arnesty

Theodore Goodwin

Allison Gordon

Sheldon Greene

William Guy & Ellen Reed

Cesar Guzman

Miju Han

Carole Harper

Harrington & Ingram

Roy Harthorn & Barbara  
Herr Harthorn

Les & Linda Hausrath

Harold & Lilo Heller

Rita Hernandez

Irma Herrera & Mark Levine

William Herreras

Hewlett Packard Enterprise

Patricia Higa

Hmong International  
Culture Institute

Azadeh Hosseinian

Alan & Susan Houseman

John Huerta & Pamela Byrne

Peggy & George Hunt

Lynn Hutchins

Kenji & Leslie Ima

Hon. Alan Jaroslovsky

Marian Johnston

Elizabeth Jones

Donald E. Kelley Jr. 

Paul Kivel & Mary Luckey

Sandra Kofford

Jennifer Kramer

Christina Krasomil

Debra Lauzon

Susan Lew & Joel Hayashida

Sherman & Alison Lewis

David Lewis & Joan Poulos

Ralph Lightstone &  
Emily Vasquez

Rudolph Loncke & Lilly Spitz

Hon. Roberto Longoria

Anthony J. LoPresti

Debra L. Loya

Nancy Lumer

David & Sandra Lyons

Emily Maglio

Elias Portales &  
Claudia Martinez

Myrna Martinez-Nateras

Arsenio Mataka

Natasha McCaffrey

Deborah A. McCoy

Marjorie McDiarmid

Robert & Anne Meagher

Gary W. Meastas

Isa-Kae Meksin

Adam Millard Ball

Robert Mills

Thomas C. Mitchell

Mixteco Indigena 
Community Organizing 
Project

Hon. Ruth Montenegro

Carlyn Montes De Oca

Hon. Carlos Moreno

Ricardo & Maria Munoz

Gabriela Navarro-Busch

Chris Nebel

Neighborhood Legal Services 
of Los Angeles County

Deborah C. Nitasaka

Steven T. Nutter

Alberto & Mariaelena Ochoa

Susan Olsen &  
Michael Keegan

Emily Orfanos

James Pachl

Lori Lewis & Ron Perry

John & Kathleen Peterson

Robert & Norma Placensia

Oscar & Sara Ramos

Ronald & Susan Robboy

Luann & Jesus Rocha

Jill & Richard Rodewald

Jose Jesus Rodriguez

Rey Rodriguez

Oren & Barbara Root

Marcela Ruiz

Irene & Carlos Salazar

Patricia Salazar

Gabriel Sandoval

Erlinda Santa Maria

Ray & Diane Santana

Celia Santana

Teresa Santiago &  
Franz Chavez

Teresa & Valeriano Saucedo 

Mary Schmidt &  
Shelby Winkler

Rev. Don & Dee Schilling

Jay Schreider

Ana Segura &  
Mireya Dearborn

Hana Seligman

Marci B. Seville

Stu Shader

Lawrence Siegel

Stephanie Simonich

Gail D. Solo

Margery Somers

Terri Sonoda

Nancy Strohl & Peter Siegel

Eva Struble

Leah Sugarman

Curt Surls

William Tamayo

Jose Tello

Betsy Temple

Paul Tepper

Nancy Tholen

Tony Tirado

Robin Toma

Karen Topakian 

David B. Turner

Ricardo Uribe

Juan Valdovinos

David Van Hofwegen

Yhezel Vargas

Michael & Johanna Wald

Mike Weed

Gene Weinstein
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Thomas & Susan Weisner

Robert Wilkinson

Peter Winch

Jeff & Laura Winikow

Laura Wisland

Lorraine Yu

Carlos & Rosemarie Zaragoza

Graciela Zavala-Garcia & 
Felix Garcia

Under $99

Laura K. Allen

Angelo N. Ancheta

Nina Baumler

Emanuel Benitez

Gene Bernardi

Frank Bittner

Teri K. Bourassa

Steven & Karen Bovarnick

Wayne Bremser

Mary Ann Brownstein

Amy Burk

Eric Conn

Peter Del Greco

Gabriela Diaz

Frederick Dobb

Esperanza &  
Nolberto Dominguez

Micael Peredia Estremera

Martin Fassler &  
Kathryn Knight

Nina Fendel

Pablo Fernandez

Zeferino Fernandez

Antonio Flores

Virginia Franco

Hon. Fred Fujioka &  
Yasuko Hara

Ines Galindo

Dolores Garay

Karen Garson

Melissa K. Gee

Roy S. Geiger

Victoria Geissinger

Teresa Ghilarducci

Carmen Gibbs

Ruth A. Gibson 

Jon L. Ginoli

Adalberto Gomez

Manuel Gonzalez

Roberto Gonzalez

Amanda Goss

Peter & Ann Gregory

Susan Grossman

Stephanie Gubelin

Timothy Hallahan

Susan Harloe

Howard Heevner

Ralph Helm

Veronica Henderson

Sue Hestor

Rachel Hoerger

Stephen Hogie

Rusten Hogness &  
Donna Haraway

Kim Jones

Diana & Ted Jorgensen

Carolyn Kameya &  
Kenneth Michisaki

Bennett Katz

Ronald Keye & Pamila Lew

Brian Koukol

Gretchen Laue

Romulo Lopez & Roseanne 
Martinez

Laura Lopez

Shellie Lott

David William Lowe

Ray Manzo

Gabriel C. Manzo Jr.

Henry Marquez

Lillian Marshall-Bass

Sudia Paloma McCaleb

Ciara Melancon

Gabriela Mendez

Michael Meuter

Tara Mueller

Father Joseph Mulcrone

Judy Nakaso

Ronald Noriega

Leta Norton

Christian Olmos

Dana K. Olson

Pedro Paez

Christine & Anthony Pagano

Chris & Bettina Paige

Gerardo Partida

Jesus Pelayo

Rosalinda Pena &  
Rosendo Pena Jr. 

Thomas J. Phillips & 
Stephanie Ericson

Bill, Susan, & Gloria Powers

Manuel & Theresa Quintero

Tele Ramirez

Dorri & Bernard Raskin

Mark E. Redmond

Emily Reisinger

Alan & Cheryl Rinzler

Peter Robrish

Lorraine & James Rogers

Florence Wagman Roisman

John Roldan

Isidoro & Rafaela Romero

Margarita & Ray Romo

Felicity Rose

Stefan Rosenzweig &  
Claudia Jackson

Jorge Ruiz

Elizabeth Rumelt

Alberto Saldamando &  
Jean Ishibashi

Patrick Saldana

Marrick Sayers

Edmund Schaffer &  
Judith Rosenstock

Charles & Ruth Schultz

Marta Luisa Sclar &  
Andrea Joy

Stephen Selkowitz &  
Barbara O’Hare

Stuart Shader

Mark Siegel

Carol Ruth Silver

Lawrence J. Simon

Claire Simonich

Elizabeth Ramos

Carl Steiner &  
Mihoko Yamagata

Cheryl & Wendy Tanaka

Sathvik Tantry

Leonore Tescher

Victor Torres

Brianna Vazquez

Phillip J. Vedder

Julie Vinogradsky

Betty Wang

Barry Wasserman &  
Judith Michalowski

Winston W. Wheeler

William Whitehouse

Mary Withington

Jason Wojciechowski

Russell J. Yamaichi

David Yang

Rafael Yngojo Jr. &  
Virginia Yngojo

Frances A. Zwenig

2017 CRLA DONORS  continued



Advocates For Justice 
Sean Andrade
Adrian S. Andrade
Lyndsi Andreas
Jose Arias
Arnold & Porter, LLP
Elena Asturias
Bank of San Francisco
Dino Barajas
Ernesto Barreto 
Bay Area Legal Aid
Matthew Benitez
Marisela Bernal
Christine Brigagliano
Bush Gottlieb
Andres Calderon
Karen Carrera 
Peter Carson
Scott Chang 
Dora Church
Charles Claver
David Collins
Norah Cunningham 
Davis P. Curtis
Ana de Alba 
Christopher de la Vega
Carlota del Portillo 
Lisa Demidovich
Sahar Durali
Allison Elgart
Victor Elias
Equal Justice Society
Raul Escantel

Deborah Escobedo 
Musa Faidi
Frank Fernadez 
Dorothy Fernandez
Ken Ferree
Monique Fierro
Alexandra Fisher
Fitzpatrick Spini & Swanton 
Antonio Flores
Carmen Flores
Michael Freund & Associates
Gabriela Garcia
Juanita Garcia
Liliana Garcia
Mondeserrat Garcia Ortiz
Ana Garza
Fred Gibbons
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Marty Glick 
Emiliano Gomez
Ira Gottlieb
Greater Bakersfield Legal 

Assistance, Inc. 
Steven Guggenheim
Willie Hernandez
Mary T. Hernández
Christopher Ho
Azadeh Hosseinian
Housing Rights Center
Kip Hustace
Laura Impellizzeri
Giani Interiano 
Kiel Ireland

Kim Jones
Mo Jourdane 
James Kealey
Jennifer Keating
Paige Kent
Sahar Khalil
Megan Knize
Steven Kociol 
Rod Kodman
Brenda Tamar Landau
Pauline Lara
Latina Designs by Pilar 
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil 

Rights
Dolores Leal 
Legal Aid at Work
Robert Lewis
Alejandra López
Abelardo Lora
Los Olvidados
Claudia Lucatero
Guadalupe Lucio
Letica Luquin
Lisa Maki
Law Offices of Andrea Marcus
David Martinez
Chris Martinez
Matthew S. McNicholas
Denise McPeak
Cristina Mecedo
Mexican American Legal 

Defense and Educational 
Fund

Celida Miramontes
Miguel Molina 
Ramiro Moreno
Dr. Adolfo Murillo 
Stephen Myers
Gabriella Navarro Bush
Caitlin Newswanger
Tomás Olmos 
Joni L. Ostler 
Cindy Pánuco
Eva Paterson
Richard Pearl
Frank Perez
Ron Perry
Jonathan Plascencia
Angelica Preciado
Douglas Provencher
Longmei Qiu
William Quest
Ilene Reynoso
Cruz Reynoso 
Dr. Roger Rice, Deputy 

Superintendent
Jesus Rocha
Nicolette Rodger
Rey Rodriguez 
Esteban Rodriguez 
Carolina C. Romero
Stephen A. Rosenbaum
Joseph A. Ruiz
Thomas Saenz
Sabha Salamah
David Sanchez
Teresa Santiago 
Hana Seligman

Jared Semana
Sheppard Mullin
Takim Sikin
Gary Soto
Assemblymember Mark Stone
Julie Su
Tequila Alquimia 
Andrea Torres-Figueroa
Katherine Traverso
Robin Tuma
Ron Ulloa 
Gladdys Uribe 
Luis Valdez
Yajaira H. Valdovinos
Priscilla Valenzuela
Leoda Valenzuela
Kai Valenzuela
Armando Valles
Victor Vasquez
Ventura County  

Office of  
Education

Ventura County Public 
Defenders’ Office

Stacy Villalobos
Trina Villanueva 
Virginia Villegas
Villegas Carrera LLP 
Benjamin Wagner
Betty Wang
Kelsi Wheeler 
Luke Wilson
Jacq Wilson
Jacque Wilson
Wilson, Sonsini, Goodrich & 

Rosati, P.C.
Lois Winn

CRLA WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING FOR PROVIDING  
PRO BONO, CO-COUNSEL, AND/OR VOLUNTEER SERVICES

ANNUAL REPORT 2017 33



A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING FOR NOMINATING CRLA  
FOR CY PRES AWARDS IN 2017

Goldstein, Borgen, Dardarian & Ho

Kemnitzer, Barron & Krieg, LLP 

Lieff Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein, LLP

Aurelio J. Pérez

Pollard|Bailey

Schonbrun Seplow Harris & Hoffman, LLP

Villegas Carrera, LLP

Zelle LLP

CONTRIBUTORS/IN-KIND 2017

Elena Asturias

Mike Baller

Bank of San Francisco

Dino Barajas

Ernesto Baretto

Christine Brigagliano 

Casa de Chocolates

Charles Claver

Consulate General of 
Mexico

Alberto Coppola

David Flores

Amelia Garcia

Arturo González

Ira Gottlieb

Groovin’ On 
Productions

Mary Hernández

Evangelina Jones

Latina Designs by Pilar 

Dolores Leal

David Martinez 

Matthew McNicholas

McNicholas & 
McNicholas LLP

José Miramontes 
& Julia Villa-
Miramontes

Violeta Moreno

Morrison & Foerster

Dr. Adolfo Murillo

Tomás Olmos

Frank Perez

Sandos Finisterra  
Los Cabos

Self-Help Graphics & 
Art, Inc.

Tequila Alquimia

Toca Madera

Victor Vasquez 

Doreen Villanueva

Lucas Whelan 

Marcy Winograd

INSTITUTIONAL FUNDERS 2017

Arcus Foundation

Blue Shield of California 
Foundation

California Bar Foundation

California Department of 
Managed Health Care

California Environmental 
Protection Agency (CalEPA)

California Health Care 
Foundation

Central California Legal 
Services (CCLS)

City of Yuba City

County of San Luis Obispo

County of Santa Cruz

Covered California

David Bohnett Foundation

Elder Law & Advocacy (ELA)

Equal Justice Works

Imperial County District 
Attorney

Legal Aid Society of San 
Diego

Legal Services Corporation 
(LSC)

Monterey County Behavioral 
Health

National Employment Law 
Project (NELP)

Rose Foundation for 
Communities and the 
Environment

San Diego County Bar 
Foundation

Sierra Health Foundation

Sunlight Giving

The California Endowment

The Greenlining Institute

The James Irvine Foundation

The State Bar of California

UC Hastings College of the 
Law 

US Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
(HUD)

US Department of Labor

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation

Women Lawyers of 
Sacramento (WLS)

GIFTS GIVEN IN MEMORY/HONOR OF IN 2017

Ralph Santiago Abascal

America’s Farmworkers

Don Bartletti

Raul Cadena

Stacey Campbell

Clare Conk

Dr. Ray del Portillo

Joel Gomberg

William Hoerger

Jim Lorenz

Judy Meyer

Tomás Olmos and  
Dolores Leal

Delia Padilla

José R. Padilla

Cruz Reynoso

Edward James Tiedemann

Margaret Villalobos

Cassidy Wald

Ina Zaragoza
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FUNDRAISING

MANAGEMENT & GENERAL
11%

4%
OTHER
9%

CONTRIBUTIONS

LEGAL SERVICES 
CORPORATION
GRANTS

OTHER 
GRANTS

STATE BAR
GRANTS

PROGRAM SERVICES
85%53%

18%

16%

4%

2016-2017

CRLA is funded in part by the Legal Services Corporation. As a 

condition of the funding it receives from LSC, it is restricted from 

engaging in certain activities in all of its legal work, including 

work supported by other funding sources. CRLA may not expend 

any funds for any activity prohibited by the Legal Services 

Corporation ACT, 42 U.S.C. 2996 et seq. or by Public Law 104-

134. Public Law 104-134 504(d) requires that notice of these 

restrictions be given to all funders of programs funded by the 

Legal Services Cor poration. For a copy of these laws or any other 

information or clarifications, please contact Kim Jones, Director 

of Giving, 213-361-8208.

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITES AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS Year Ended December 31, 2017  Year Ended December 31, 2016 (As Restated)

 TEMPORARILY TEMPORARILY
 UNRESTRICTED RESTRICTED TOTAL UNRESTRICTED RESTRICTED TOTAL

REVENUE AND SUPPORT 
Grant revenue $147,144  $11,867,064  $12,014,208 $150,000  $12,478,191  $12,628,191

Contributions 460,895  25,000  485,895 1,405,854  125,350  1,531,204

Attorneys fees and costs recovery  96,009  1,204,302  1,300,311 41,473  475,949 517,422

In-kind contributions 4,560 -  4,560 328,220 -  328,220

Other revenue 149,991 - 149,991 90,038  84,478  174,516

Special event revenue, net of direct expenses 
of $22,100 and 251,184, respectively 70,336  - 70,336 70,943  -  70,943

Net assets released from restrictions 11,422,169  (11,422,169) - 12,629,316  (12,629,316) -

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUE 12,351,104  1,674,197  14,025,301 14,715,844  534,652  15,250,496

EXPENSES

 Program services 10,978,342 - 10,978,342 10,604,913 - 10,604,913
 Management and general 1,337,929 - 1,337,929 2,351,372 - 2,351,372
 Fundraising 549,323 - 549,323 620,060 - 620,060

 TOTAL EXPENSES 12,865,594 - 12,865,594 13,576,345 - 13,576,345

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS (514,490)  1,674,197  1,159,707 1,139,499  534,652  1,674,151

NET ASSETS - Beginning of year,  
as originally stated 2,519,248  1,013,721  3,532,969 1,385,019  479,069  1,864,088
 Prior period adjustment (Note 2) (153,407) - (153,407) (158,677) - (158,677)

NET ASSETS - Beginning of year, as restated 2,365,841  1,013,721  3,379,562 1,226,342  479,069  1,705,411

NET ASSETS AT END OF YEAR $1,851,351  $2,687,918  $4,539,269 $2,365,841  $1,013,721  $3,379,562

2017 REVENUE 2017 EXPENSES

Financials
CRLA is funded in part by the Legal Services Corporation. As a 

condition of the funding it receives from LSC, it is restricted from 

engaging in certain activities in all of its legal work, including 

work supported by other funding sources. CRLA may not expend 

any funds for any activity prohibited by the Legal Services 

Corporation ACT, 42 U.S.C. 2996 et seq. or by Public Law 104-

134. Public Law 104-134 504(d) requires that notice of these 

restrictions be given to all funders of programs funded by the 

Legal Services Cor poration. For a copy of these laws or any other 

information or clarifications, please contact Monica Yu, Chief 

Development Officer, 510-267-0762.
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 STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION
December 31, 2017 and 2016

ASSETS 2017 2016

current assets

Cash and cash  
equivalents $2,642,607 $1,137,223

Certificates of deposit 749,115  522,366

Grants receivable 402,198  708,623

Pledges receivable  91,960  13,800

Other receivable 47,675  84,228

Prepaid expenses 100,456  254,555

Total current assets $4,034,011 $2,720,795

Property & equipment, net 3,019,996  3,104,371 
Pledges receivable - long term 5,000  39,130
Client trust funds 204,703  315,834
Deposits 58,011  50,749

Total assets $7,321,721  $6,230,879

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 

current liabilities 
Accounts payable $283,687  $127,980
Current portion of 
notes payable 314,580  90,046
Accrued salaries 146,750  144,182
Accrued vacation 366,766  398,196
Other accrued liabilities 121,042  111,567
Deferred rent 26,181  8,817

Total current liabilities 1,259,006  880,788

Client trust funds payable 204,703  315,834
Deferred rent - long term 118,408  144,590
Notes payable 1,200,335  1,510,105

TOTAL LIABILITIES $2,782,452  $2,851,317

net assets - unrestricted 
 Available for operations 851,351  1,365,841
 Board designated 1,000,000  1,000,000

 Total unrestricted 1,851,351  2,365,841
Temporarily restricted 2,687,918  1,013,721

Total net assets 4,539,269  3,379,562

TOTAL LIABILITIES    
AND NET ASSETS $7,321,721  $6,230,879
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2018 Board of Directors and Staff
CRLA BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
Roberto de la Rosa, Jr., 

Chairperson

Brian Murtha,  
Vice Chairperson

Dee Schilling,  
Secretary

Nettie Amey
Adrian S. Andrade
Francisco Baeza
Manuel Barrera
Alejandro Delgado
Micael Estremera 
Richard Fajardo
Pablo Fernandez
Zeferino Fernandez
Anne Fletcher
Alicia Gamez
Ausencio Gatica
Carmen Gibbs
Adalberto Gomez
Solange Goncalves-Altman
Manuel Gonzalez
Roberto Gonzalez
Veronica Henderson
Ena Lopez
Anthony LoPresti
Shellie Lott
Luis Magaña
Javier Maldonado
Omar Malfavon
David Martinez
Myrna Martinez-Nateras
Henry Marquez

Craig McCollum
Janet McGinnis
Vidal Mendoza
Gabriella Navarro-Busch
Marco Nuñez
Pedro Paez
Camille Pannu
Cindy Panuco
Jesus Pelayo
Frank Ramirez
Irene A. Ramirez
Tele Ramirez
Jack Carson Revvill
Esteban Rodriguez
Jose J. Rodriguez
Isidoro Romero
Juan Isidro Sandoval
Susan Scott
Juan Valdovinos
Antonio Valladolid
Jacq M. Wilson
Brian Yacker

EXECUTIVE STAFF
José R. Padilla  

Executive Director 

Michael Meuter 
Deputy Director 

Bill Hoerger 
Of Counsel

DIRECTORS OF LITIGATION, 
ADVOCACY & TRAINING 

Ilene Jacobs 
Cynthia Rice 

CENTRAL 
ADMINISTRATION

DEVELOPMENT & 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Monica Yu, CDO
Dolores Garay, Dir.
Elizabeth Koehler
Ray Manzo
Susan W. Podesta, Dir.
EXECUTIVE OFFICE

Monica Baumann 

FINANCE

Emily Daniel, CFO
Robert Sikin, Dir.
Carol Banbury
Elena Mak

HUMAN RESOURCES

Jacqueline Paytas, Dir.
Luis A. Solis
David Flores II

IT DEPARTMENT

Joshua Leong, Dir.
Felix Hernandez

Marques Varnado 

LITIGATION UNIT

Sylvia Valentine

PRIVATE ATTORNEY 
INVOLVEMENT

Jeff Ponting

PROGRAMS

COMMUNITY EQUITY 
INITIATIVE 

Marisol Aguilar, Dir.

INDIGENOUS PROGRAM

Marisa Lundin, Dir.

LGBT PROGRAM

Lisa Cisneros, Dir. 
MIGRANT PROGRAM 

Blanca Bañuelos, Dir.
Estella Cisneros, Dir.
Esmeralda Zendejas, Dir.

RURAL EDUCATION EQUITY 
PROGRAM 

Franchesca S. Verdin, Dir.

RURAL FAIR HOUSING & 
FORECLOSURE PROGRAM 

Christina Teixeira, Dir.

VOCA 

Reina Canale

ARVIN OFFICE
Marissa Lundin, Dir.
Nora Ramirez 
Fausto Sanchez

COACHELLA 
Blaz Gutierrez, Dir.
Hector Leija
Lorena Martinez
Maria Martinez-Diaz
Carmen L. Rodriguez

DELANO 
Rebecca Buckleystein
Juanita B. Castro
Gloria Garcia
Catherine Retana

EL CENTRO
Beatriz Garcia, Dir.
Emanuel Benitez

Carla Diaz
Rebeca V. Gamboa
Maria Guerena
Ronald Melton
Diana Ponze
Lupe Quintero

FRESNO 
Estella Cisneros, Dir.
Ephraim Camacho
Anali Cortez
Dolores Curiel
Juanita Perez
Victoria Santillan
Mariah Thompson
Elizabeth Trujillo

MADERA
Baldwin Moy, Dir.
Angelica Cuevas
Leroy Gee
Johanna Torres

MARYSVILLE
Laura C. Ferree, RDA.
Ilene Jacobs, Dir
Candice Coolidge
Regina Davidson
Julie Hall
Jessica Hiller
Bonnye Hughes
Alejandro Morales
Susan W. Podesta
Fatima Quaomi

MODESTO
Jessica Jewell, RDA.
Marisol Aguilar, Dir.
Luis Castillo
Linda Rodriguez

Aurora Thome
Rebecca Tinoco

OXNARD 
William Figueroa, Dir.
Franchesca S. Verdin, Dir.
Esmeralda Zendejas, Dir.
Tania G. Avila
Irma Avila-Espinoza
Monica de la Hoya
Cecilia Flores
Natalia Ospina
Ronald Perry
Jesus Rocha
Abel Lopez Sanchez
Maydole Topete
Phillip D. Viramontes

SALINAS 
Phyllis Katz, Dir. 
Vanessa Ambriz
Hector de la Rosa
Maria Elena Hernandez
Irma Huerta-Ramirez
Jesus Lopez
Claudia Magallon
Ana Vicente
Aaron Voit
Josephine Weinberg 

SAN LUIS OBISPO 
Frank Kopcinski, Dir.
Myrna Alvarez
Scott Akin
Victoria Orcutt
Sylvia Torres
Cristina Upton

SANTA MARIA
Corrie Arellano, Dir.
Sandra Aguila
Stephanie Miranda
Emiliano Ramirez
Irma Trejo

SANTA ROSA
Jeffery Hoffman, Dir. 
Mariano Alvarez
Patricia A. Fink
Monica Guzman
Robert Lotero
Dulce Leal Romero
Fernando Torres

STOCKTON
Blanca Bañuelos, Dir.
Christina Teixeira, Dir.
Esmeralda Zendejas, Dir.
Javier Castro
Marisol Elias
Sylvia Escobar
Andrea Pearce
Monica Sousa

VISTA
Jennifer Bonilla
Alejandra Magana
Carlos Maldonado
Jose Olivera

WATSONVILLE 
Gretchen Regenhardt, RDA
Lisa Cisneros, Dir.
Liliana Garcia
Roselyn S. Macias
Giselle Sanchez
Judy M. Vasquez



OAKLAND  
(Administrative Only)

José R. Padilla, Executive Director
1430 Franklin St., Suite 103
Oakland, CA 94612
TEL (510) 267-0762
FAX (510) 267-0763

ARVIN
211 Bear Mountain Blvd.
Arvin, CA 93203
TEL (661) 854-3839
FAX (661) 854-3805 

COACHELLA
1460 6th Street
P.O. Box 35
Coachella, CA 92236
TEL (760) 398-7261
FAX (760) 398-1050

DELANO
601 High St., Ste C
Delano, CA 93215
TEL (661) 725-4350 
FAX (661) 725-1062

EL CENTRO
449 Broadway
El Centro, CA 92243
TEL (760) 353-0220 
FAX (760) 353-6914

FRESNO
3747 East Shields Ave.
Fresno, CA 93726
TEL (559) 441-8721 
FAX (559) 441-0724

HOLLISTER 
310 4th Street
Hollister, CA 95023
TEL (831) 724-2253

LOS ANGELES  
(Administrative Only)

714 W. Olympic Blvd., 
Suite 450
Los Angeles, CA 90015
TEL (510) 267-0762

MADERA

126 North “B” Street 
Madera, CA 93638
TEL (559) 674- 5671
FAX (559) 674- 5674

MARYSVILLE

511 “D” Street
Marysville, CA 95901
TEL (530) 742- 5191 
FAX (530) 742-0421

MODESTO

1111 I Street, Suite 310
Modesto, CA 95354
TEL (209) 577-3811 
FAX (209) 577-1098

OXNARD

338 South “A” Street
Oxnard, CA 93030

P.O. Box 1561
Oxnard, CA 93032
TEL (805) 483-1068 
FAX (805) 483-0535

SALINAS 
3 Williams Road
Salinas, CA 93905
TEL (831) 757-5221 
FAX (831) 757-6212

SAN LUIS OBISPO
175 Santa Rosa St.
San Luis Obispo, CA 93405
TEL (805) 544-7997
FAX (805) 544-3904

SANTA MARIA
2050 “G” South Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454
TEL (805) 922-4563 
FAX (805) 928-0693

SANTA ROSA
1160 N. Dutton Ave, Suite 105
Santa Rosa, CA 95401
TEL (707) 528-9941 
FAX (707) 528-0125

STOCKTON
145 E. Weber Avenue
Stockton, CA 95202
TEL (209) 946-0605 
FAX (209) 946-5730

VISTA
640 Civic Ctr. Dr., Suite108
Vista, CA 92084
TEL (831) 724-2253
FAX (760) 966-0291

WATSONVILLE
21 Carr Street
Watsonville, CA 95076

TEL (831) 724-2253 

FAX (831) 724-7530
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HOW TO GIVE TO CRLA

visit www.crla.org  
to make a donation online
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